
(PAC) Public Art Committee Meeting Minutes
 
The (PAC) Public Art Committee met on, July 10, 2026 at 10:00AM at the Rommel Center for Entrepreneurship -212 W Main St, Suite 205, Salisbury, MD 21801
In Attendance:
Chair Susan Holt, Vice-Chair Brandon Bell, Secretary Nancy Mitchell, Helene English, Alena Wright, Max Verbits, and Derek Jarmon, Economic Development Manager of ABCD.
Opening: 
· The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chair Susan Holt.
· Helene English moved to approve the Minutes of June 5, 2026. Susan Holt seconded.
Old Business: 
· Update on Salisbury Prize 2025:

· Howard Connelly’s “Swans” is scheduled for installment before September 2026.

· Update on Salisbury Prize 2026:

· Prize winners have been announced in a press release by the City.
· Jared and Jeri Alexander have chosen to use the existing kiosk foundation as the base for their sculpture.
· The kiosk demolition is scheduled for late July/early August.
· The materials stipend has been sent to Jared and Jeri.
· The only anticipated delay to starting the project may be in materials which may have to be backordered.

· Salisbury Prize 2027

· Derek’s suggested that rather than use Salisbury Art Prize money for the SBY prize 2027 for a piece of art, we use it for programming, tours, etc. That will give us time to explore Grants with more money for the Salisbury Prize.

· City Mural Project “Shore Walls” Feedback, follow-up:

· Lots of great public feedback, which has sparked more creative ideas for ABCD projects such as Busker performances in the city, a possible curated Chalk Art exhibit.

· Final Revision of Calendar for 2027 Salisbury Prize:
· Looks great-good job Max! No one had any suggestions.

· No new news on whether $15,000 for public art maintenance was spent by June 2026

· Additional tasks for committee members:
· Build Excel database: add artists with recent contributions to Salisbury, such as Zoo sculptures and Shore Wall muralists.
· Tweak public art scoring rubric.
New Business:
· Report on Rotating Public Sculpture Proposal
· Susan contacted Frederick, Maryland, which has a robust rotating art program, and put what she learned in more detail in the PAC folder.

· The below is a summary of the lengthy discussion at our PAC meeting.

· The city of Frederick, Maryland, partnered with the local Rotary Club to host existing sculptures by artists that were in storage. As the Rotary Club provided funding for the construction of a platform, insurance, and shipping, they participated in the selection of large-scale pieces that were on loan for two years. It was a win-win for everybody: although the artists were not paid, they did not have to pay for storing their work, and they got good exposure. It was of little cost to the city of Frederick, as they partnered with the Rotary Club and other organizations, which enabled them to have multiple large sculptures in the city at the same time.
· On the other hand, in sculptor Bill Wolff’s vision, five existing sculptures by emerging artists would be selected to be a part of a Sculpture Walk. The winning entries would receive a stipend of $2,000- $2,500 each, and their sculptures would be sited on the pads provided by the city until the next call, at which point the work would be returned to the artist. The city would pay insurance and transportation.

· It was suggested that the Salisbury Prize money be used for one of the plans above.

· Discussion which followed:
· Possible sites and expenses, such as transportation costs that differ depending on distance from Salisbury.
· Derek suggested that, for the moment, we get more information from Bill on specifics and work up a budget for both proposals. “Once we have the budget, we can consider using the Salisbury Prize money for it.” In the meantime, Derek will chat with MSAC about other programs that might give us tips on funding.



· Ideas for 2027 Salisbury prize locations:
· `Nancy shared an idea for a protective rail along the Riverwalk. As the City is already working on this, the idea is not viable.
· Helene shared an idea for an arch on the bridge from the city side to the Amphitheater. Although the logistics were not favorable, Derek suggested exploring a partnership with Pohanka to embellish the street entrance on the other side of the River to the Amphitheater.
· Susan revisited the idea for a mural on the railroad transom over Main Street at the intersection of 13. As the likelihood of getting permission from the state highway agencies and the railroad company within the next two to three years is slim, the idea is not currently viable.
· Alena suggested painting and lighting the tunnel under the railroad transom. Derek said the priority is to address the homeless population which frequents the tunnel. Until then, that idea can’t be pursued successfully.

· Welcomed Alena Wright again to the committee.

· Meeting ended 11:06 AM (not adjourned)

To be discussed at next meeting:
· Salisbury Prize Money: rather than use Salisbury Art Prize money for the SBY prize 2027 for a piece of art, we use it for programming, tours, etc., which will give us time to explore Grants with more money for the Salisbury Prize. Or, use it for one of the Rotating Sculpture plans (see above).
· Clarify PAC’s limitations and responsibilities to the City.
Action Items before next meeting:
· Build Excel database: add artists with recent contributions to Salisbury, such as Zoo sculptures and Shore Wall muralists.
· Tweak public art scoring rubric.
· Carefully review e-mails from Bill Wolff re: The Sculpture Walk in which details the cost of creating the walk.
[image: ]
· Carefully review email from Derek Jarmon in which he clarifies PAC’s participation in 3rd Fridays
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