
(PAC) Public Art Committee Meeting Minutes

The (PAC) Public Art Committee met on, June 5, 2026 at 10:00AM at the Rommel Center for Entrepreneurship-212 W Main St, Suite 205, Salisbury, MD 21801
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Attendance:
Vice Chair Brandon Bell, Helene English, Secretary Nancy Mitchell, Max Verbits, newly appointed member Alena Wright, and Derek Jarmon
Opening: 

Vice Chair Brandon Bell called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM

Max Verbits approved the May 2026 Minutes, and Nancy Mitchell seconded the approval.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Salisbury Prize 2026

· Winners Jared and Jeri Alexander have been notified, and contracts have been sent. Awaiting contract, comprehensive timeline, quote for expenses, and a press release from them.

· Derek has put them in touch with Mike Dryden, Director of Field Ops, to work out options for, if the artists would like, a new base and to discuss maintenance of the sculpture.

· Salisbury Prize 2025:

· No new updates.

· New PAC Member:

· Alena Wright was warmly welcomed into the committee.

· Shore Walls City Mural Project Update/Recap

· Tremendous success! Congratulations to Brandon and everyone involved in supporting and promoting this important event.

· Salisbury was firmly established as The Shore Wall City in Salisbury, Maryland.

· The podcast during the event was high-production-value and essential to attracting visitors.

· Governor Moore’s visit to Salisbury on July 4, 2026, included his tour of some of the murals, with which he had his photo taken.

· Derek stresses that Time is of the essence for capitalizing on the momentum of the Shore Walls Mural Festival’s success!! “We're able to tap into something cool.” Derek suggested that while Gov. Moore’s impression of SHORE WALLS during his visit on June 4, 2026, is that we should gather some knowledge of the kinds of funding for public art and beautification.

· Derek will be talking with the City soon to discuss Shore Walls 2027.

· What we learned, and going forward:

· Powerful community building happens when the community buys in with support from donors and non-profits. Important to continue to foster those connections for SHORE WALLS 2027.

· Derek mentioned that while Gov. Moore’s impression SHORE WALLS is fresh; it might be a good time to gather some knowledge of the kinds of funding for public art and beautification; as well as collaborative/partnership efforts.

· The wisdom of establishing the project’s home base in Unity Square! Contacts were made, maps were provided to the public, and walking tours were led by volunteers, all of which no doubt contributed to the great success!

· Vital for PAC to be a supportive presence next year with a pop-up tent and activities for kids. Huge opportunity for PAC to establish a presence in the community and beyond through podcasts, media interviews, and community outreach.

· We will continue to discuss this in NEW BUSINESS for the July 10, 2026, meeting.

· Meanwhile, PAC will continue to build its presence and awareness at 3rd Fridays, featuring live public artists in work aligned with 3rd Friday themes, activities for kids, and info on existing public art in the city available on printed cards.

· FINAL revision of Calendar for 2027 Salisbury Prize:

· Derek pointed out conflicts and suggested new dates. Susan and Max will revise.

· Rotating City Sculptures:

· Formalize, in writing, the concept of Rotating City Sculpture.

· City funds are not available for this project. Look for other donors.

· Reach out to other cities that have rotating sculptures to learn how they are funded.

· Max will reach out to Fredrick, Maryland. Maybe they could join our Zoom meeting.

· 15,000 for public art maintenance:

· Part of it is being used to power Blaine’s sculpture and for Public Art Signage. Derek will meet with Allen Swiger to clarify where the rest of it will go. A mural for the parking garage was nixed. The city decided to paint parking garage entrances Salisbury Blue. Derek will talk with Allen Swiger to discuss where the rest of it will go.

· Update on Building an Excel file-based add artists with recent contributions, the zoo sculptors, and the muralists. Rolling document to be added to as things go along.

NEW BUSINESS:

· Ideas for 2027 Salisbury Prize:

· Susan suggested the railroad overpass on Main Street and Route 13 as a possible site for the next Salisbury Prize:

· Would require permission and coordination from the highway department  and the railroad company.

· Derek suggested doing this in phases.

· Ideas for lighting the tunnel, lining it with sea glass mosaics, clearing away bushes, and painting murals on the outside walls were shared.





· Alena, the Chair of the Beautification Committee for the Chamber of Commerce, indicated that the Chamber might be interested in donating to this project. She has spoken to President/CEO Bill Chambers, who is fully supportive of this project. Although Alena has contacted Nick in the city and received no response Derek suggested that there be a conversation with Mr. Chambers to gauge his interest in potentially partnering on this idea. The City has received no indication or formal request for this project at this time. Alena will send the email she sent to Nick again and cc Derek.

· As the City would not have funds for a project of this magnitude and visibility. We need to focus on building more community buy-in with donations from non-profits and businesses, and engagement; it’s essential to increase the prize purse and attract more well-known artists.

· Derek mentioned that while Gov. Moore’s impression of SHORE WALLS is fresh; it might be a good time to gather some knowledge of the kinds of state funding for public art and beautification.

· To be discussed at next meeting:

· More Ideas for Salisbury Prize, medium, artists’ sites

· Tweaking the public Art scoring rubric.

· Action items before the next meeting on Friday, July 10, 2026

· Share ideas for The Salisbury Prize 2027 in folders.

· Look at the documents and files before the next meeting.

· Update Salisbury Prize Calendar.

· Formalize, in writing, the concept of Rotating City Sculpture.

Meeting Ended at 11:01 PM (not adjourned)
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