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Salisbury Historic District Commission 
 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 

Meeting of May 22, 2024 
 

 
Case Number:     #24-10 
 
Commission Considering: Alterations, Demolition, New 

Construction – Rear Patio 
 
Owner Name: Brant Krisewicz 
Owners Address:  
 501 W Main St,  

Salisbury, MD 21801 
 
Applicant Name:     Becker Morgan, Inc 
 
Applicant’s Address:    312 W Main St, Suite 300   
       Salisbury, MD 21801 
 
Agent/Contractor:     Becker Morgan 
 
Subject Property Address:    501 W Main Street 
 
Historic District:      Downtown Historic District   
 
Use Category:     Commercial/Residential 
 
Zoning Classification:    Central Business District 
 
Structure / Site Description: 
 

Built Date:     1927 
 
Enclosed Area:    5,044 sq. ft. 

 
Lot Size:     7,778 sq. ft. 

 
Number of Stories:    Undetermined 

 
Contributing Structure:    Contributing, 05/26/2010 



 
 
 
 
 
Wicomico County Historic Survey on file:   No 
 
Nearby Properties on County Survey:   Yes   
 
Properties included below but not limited to: 
 
WI-271–  110 W Main Street—Wicomico News Building 
 
Explanation of Request: The applicant is seeking approval to convert the existing storage 
area and patio at the rear of Mad Hatter into a Coffee Shop. 
 
Areas of Historic Guidelines to be considered: 
 
UNIVERSAL GUIDELINES 
Exterior Walls 
Guideline 8: New Exterior Walls  
a. For additions to existing structures, select building materials that are in keeping with 
materials used on the primary building.  
 
b. For new construction, select building materials that are in keeping with materials used 
on the block.  
 
c. For masonry walls, use bricks of similar size, color, and texture to those used historically. 
Concrete block and jumbo brick are not appropriate to the character of the Downtown 
Historic District.  
 
d. Wood surfaces were historically painted. Unpainted wood surfaces are not historically 
appropriate, and are not durable. 
 
Doors 
Guideline 23: Doors for Additions and New Construction a. Doors on additions to historic 
buildings should be complimentary to the style, scale, and design of the doors on the main 
body of the historic building. b. Doors on new construction in the historic district should 
be complimentary to the style, scale, and design of the doors on the main body of the new 
building and complimentary to those throughout the district. 
 
Windows  
Windows are one of the most important architectural elements of the building façade. The 
decorative elements of windows, such as the sash, muntins and sill, as well as the wood or 
masonry materials that surround them, are designed to complement the exterior detailing 
of the building. When properly maintained, historic wood windows can have a serviceable 



life of 150 years+, however in cases where neglect or other factors have necessitated their 
replacement, many suitable replacement options exist. While replacement in-kind is 
generally preferred, new wood windows are often not of the same quality as historic wood 
windows due to the unavailability of old growth lumber.  
Vinyl windows are generally not manufactured in historic proportions and are not 
appropriate replacement windows for contributing historic properties. Wood, aluminum, 
aluminum clad wood, and fiberglass are potentially appropriate replacement materials and 
may be approved if the appearance is complimentary to the existing historic windows and 
architectural style. For additional information on substitute materials, see Appendix B.  
 
While many windows are replaced under the guise of “energy efficiency,” historic 
windows, when properly maintained and with appropriate storm windows, can be just as 
efficient as modern windows. Weatherstripping and caulking can be used to improve the 
thermal and acoustic performance of an existing window.  
 
Guideline 17: Retain Historic Windows  
a. Maintain or restore the historic shape, size, alignment, pattern, and details of existing 
historic windows, particularly those in upper stories of commercial properties. (For 
guidelines on storefront windows, see the Storefronts Guidelines in the following section).  
 
b. Do not infill window openings or cover existing historic windows.  
 
c. Consider reopening windows that are presently blocked, if your budget allows.  
 
Guideline 18: New Window Openings and Infill Altering window openings in historic 
facades alters the building’s historic appearance significantly, and is typically not 
appropriate, but may be considered in some situations.  
 
a. Avoid placing new openings on the front facade.  
 
b. If new openings are required for additional light, consider placing them on the rear or 
side elevations of the building or installing a skylight on a non-visible roof slope.  
 
c. Avoid infilling existing window openings on the front facade.  
 
d. Where recent changes have altered historic window openings, restoration of the historic 
configuration and materials is encouraged. 
 
Roofing and Chimneys  
The roof is one of the prominent defining features of historic buildings. Historic roof shapes 
and elements such as chimneys, gables, dormers, and steeples are important character 
defining features. In the Downtown Historic District, many historic roofs are flat and 
therefore not visible from street-level. The most commonly observed roofing systems in 
the Camden and Newtown Historic Districts are shingles and built-up roof applications for 
pitched and flat roofs, respectively.  
 



A roof’s original shape and pitch should be retained. The construction of new dormers 
should be carefully considered so as to not compromise the original design of the house. If 
a dormer is added, its size, design, and placement should be in scale with the overall size 
of the building, its siding and roofing materials should match those on the rest of the house, 
and its window should be consistent with the existing windows on the house in style, 
orientation and material. Other alterations, such as roof decks, vents, skylights and 
mechanical and electrical equipment should be installed so that they are not visible from 
the public right-of-way and do not damage historic fabric.  
 
Roof systems are selected and assembled to resist the environmental forces of nature such 
as rain, snow, wind, solar radiation and gravity loads. Roof gutters, and downspouts 
constitute a system where water is collected, transported and removed from the building. 
Neglect of or damage to any one of the roof components can keep this water-removal 
system from working properly and cause serious damage to the walls, ceiling, foundations 
and floors of the building.  
 
Roof drainage is one of the most important elements of the roof system. Gutters and 
downspouts should be examined annually. Remove all rotted wood or rusted metal gutters 
and replace. Aluminum with a baked-on color finish does not rust as quickly as galvanized 
materials and requires less frequent painting.  
 
Gutters and downspouts should be regularly cleaned and kept in good condition. 
Downspouts should be inconspicuously located on the exterior of the house and be 
compatible in color with that of the exterior of the building.  
 
A variety of roof shapes are found throughout Salisbury’s Historic Districts.  
 
Guideline 24: Roofing Material In-kind replacement of roofing materials is always 
preferable to replacement with a new material, however, this is not always feasible. 
Standing seam metal in copper, tin, or terne coated steel are traditional materials which can 
be replaced with new versions provided that they are flat and of a uniform color and texture. 
Asphalt, asphalt shingles, and mineral fiber slate may be appropriate substitutes for many 
traditional materials.  
 
a. Retain and repair the historic roof material when feasible. b. Where replacement is 
necessary, match the historic materials as closely as possible in terms of material, size, 
color, and pattern. 
 
c. Requests for substitute roofing materials will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  
 
d. When asphalt shingles are used to replace wood or slate, heavy weight architectural 
shingles which provide depth and variation, and which match the shape of the historic 
materials, are preferred.  
 
e. Roofing materials on additions should match or mimic the material on the main body of 
the historic building.  



 
f. Roofing materials on new construction should be consistent with the prevalent roofing 
material on surrounding buildings.  
 
g. Repair of isolated sections of a roof must match the existing tiles in material 
composition, style, size and color.  
 
Best Choice: Replace a slate roof with new or salvaged slate.  
Good Alternative: Replace a slate roof with new synthetic slate shingles which mimic the 
texture and pattern of the historic slate roof.  
Not Appropriate: Replacing a slate roof with a new standing seam metal roof 
 
GUIDELINES FOR COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 
Roofing and Chimneys 
Please see the preceding section, Universal Guidelines, for additional guidelines on 
Roofing and Chimneys.  
 
Guideline 43: Roof Shape and Slope  
 
a. Preserve the historic shape and slope of the roof.  
 
b. Roof shapes on additions should be consistent with the architectural style of the main 
building. For example, additions on buildings with flat roofs would generally have had a 
flat roof.  
c. On new buildings, roof shapes should be consistent with those found historically 
throughout the district. Most buildings in the Downtown Historic District have flat roofs 
or flat parapets with roofs that slope away from the street. Roof types associated with 
residential properties, like gables and mansards, are inappropriate for the commercial 
district. 
 
Evaluation Criteria:  
 

Pursuant to Section 17.52.040 A & B of the Salisbury Zoning Code, it is the duty 
of the Historic District Commission to review all applications to construct, alter, 
reconstruct, move or demolish any structure within a Historic District whenever the 
exterior appearance of such structure is affected, and to approve or reject said 
application.  In reviewing an application and plans, the Commission should give 
consideration to review criteria, and may make a determination as to which of said 
Criteria are applicable.   

 
 

Staff Findings Prepared By: Jennifer Jean 
Infrastructure and Development 
125 N Division Street, Suite 304 

Salisbury, MD 21801 
(410) 548-3170 



Date: May 22, 2024 



WI-330 

Franklin Hotel 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

Last Updated: 08-29-2003 
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WI-330 
Franklin Hotel 
Salisbury 
Private 

1930 

Prominently marking the intersection of West Main and Lake streets on the west side 

of Salisbury's business district, the Franklin Hotel is a two-story, thirteen-bay by six-

bay brick building distinguished by a series of recessed commercial fronts and arched 

window openings on the second floor. The principal entrance is located on the 

southeast comer of the old hotel, which is dated to 1930 by a large concrete plaque 

fixed in the top of the chamfered comer of the rectangular structure. At the second 

floor level there is a second concrete plaque embossed with the label "Mainlake 

Building." The stretcher bond street elevations are topped by a parapet wall accented 

with corbeled brickwork. 

While housing a variety of businesses in the series of store fronts along 

West Main Street over the years, the two-story brick building is best known as the 

Franklin Hotel, where modest rooms were available to the scores traveling salesmen, 

sailors, and visitors who needed overnight lodging. The building was erected by the 

Larmar Corporation, an early twentieth century development company headed by J. H. 

Larmore. 



MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION 

RESOURCE NAME: __ ..::F..::r;..:::a:.:.n:.:..:k:..;:l:..;:i:..:..n~H:..:o....;t....;e....;1:.__ ______________ _ 

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI-330 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE.PLAN DATA 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore 

3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Industrial-Urban Dominance 
1870-1930 

4. Resource Type(s): Hotel 



Survey No. 

Maryland Historical Trust 
MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 

HISTORIC PROPERTIES Magi No. 

WI-330 

~tate Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic Franklin Hotel 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 501 West Main Street 

city, town Salisbury 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
.x__ building(s) 
_structure 
--~site 

_object 

qwnership 
_public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_lL_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
x "d _unoccup1e 

_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
-----X- commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name City of Salisbury 

street & number P- 0 Box 4118 telephone no.: 

city, town Salisbury state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse 

city, town Salisbury 

MD 21801 

Map 106i p_ 3273 
liber 164 

folio 858 

state MD 21801 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

.._!late _federal _state _county _local 

,posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_xgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ___x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. WI-330 

Check one 
____K original site 
_ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Franklin Hotel, also known as the Mainlake Building, stands at 501 West Main 
Street on the west side of Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-story 
brick commercial block, built with a comer entrance, is oriented to the intersection of 
West Main and Lake streets. 

Dated to 1930 by a concrete plaque, the two-story commercial block has a 
thirteen bay exposure on West Main Street and a six-bay exposure on Lake Street. 
The stretcher and common bond walls rise to a parapet roof that disguises the low 
sloping shed roof. 

The south West Main Street elevation consists of a series of recessed 
commercial fronts on the first floor and thirteen evenly spaced window openings on 
the second floor. Each recessed commercial entrance bay is distinguished by large 
plate glass display windows on each side of a glazed front door. A soldier course of 
bricks span the commercial bays. The second floor windows, each featuring a round 
headed arch, are boarded up. The upper wall surface is marked by slightly corbeled 
brickwork under the parapet wall. The southeast comer of the building is cut in 
order to facilitate the comer entrance to the main commercial space. The recessed 
entrance door is flanked by sidelights, and the ceiling is covered with diagonal, 
beveled edge boards. Fixed in the wall above the entrance are two concrete plaques, 
one with the date "1930" and the other with the name "Mainlake Building." 

The east Lake Street elevation is six bays across. A commercial entrance on 
the first floor has been bricked up, but the soldier course that spanned the former 
opening is clearly visible. The second floor is marked by six round arched windows 
that are currently boarded over. 

The west side elevation is laid in seven to nine-course common bond with a 
stepped parapet wall decreasing in elevation towards the back of the building. Four 
boarded over windows light the second floor. 

The north (rear) elevation is ~n asymmetrical wall of doors and windows. 
The brick is laid in seven to nine-course common bond. Attached to the northwest 
comer is a two-story concrete block addition. 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-3 3 o 

Period 
____ prehistoric 

-1400-1499 
150~1599 

_1~1699 

_170~1799 

_1800-1899 
~1~ 

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc:heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
~ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B x c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Prominently marking the intersection of West Main and Lake streets on the west side 
of Salisbury's business district, the Franklin Hotel is a two-story, thirteen-bay by six
bay brick building distinguished by a series of recessed commercial fronts and arched 
window openings on the second floor. The principal entrance is located on the 
southeast comer of the old hotel, which is dated to 1930 by a large concrete plaque 
fixed in the top of the chamfered comer of the rectangular structure. At the second 
floor level there is a second concrete plaque embossed with the label "Mainlake 
Building." The stretcher bond street elevations are topped by a parapet wall accented 
with corbeled brickwork. 

While housing a variety of businesses in the series of store fronts along 
West Main Street over the years, the two-story brick building is best known as the 
Franklin Hotel, where modest rooms were available to the scores traveling salesmen, 
sailors, and visitors who needed overnight lodging. The building was erected by the 
ujnar Corporation, an early twentieth century development company headed by J. H. 
Larmore. 

The building is a significant element of Salisbury's West Main Street business 
district and is qualifies for listing in Category A, which identifies buildings that must 
be preserved due to their architectural and historical significance. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-330 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i.J I I 1 I I I I I I B WI'--..__I ......._! _.....,,,.-....,,! I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LiJ ._I .....____. ____ _ 

E LU ..... ! ............... _____ _ 

G LU ._I ---...---

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 1/15/98 

street & number P · 0 • Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

city or town Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
Annapol· , Maryland 21401 
(30 69-2438 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMr.~!Jr~ITY PLACE 
CROWNSYlLLE, ~!D 21032-2023 

514-7600 

PS-2746 
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WI-330 
Franklin Hotel 
West Main and Lake Streets 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title 

Map 106, Parcel 3273 

1164/858 

AJ S 876/846 

6/1/1977 

IDT 160/420 

12/4/1929 

Gladys D. Church 

to 

City of Salisbury 

Lot No. 2 as laid down on plat IDT 160/422 

Larmar Corporation 

to 

Earl C. Church 
Gladys D. Church 

Mary A. Wroten 

to 

Larmar Corporation 

Lot No. 2, Surveyed for J. H. Larmore 



UNITED ST ATES 
\RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

-)LOGICAL SURVEY 
,e~E~~~~;~7.' i\1! 

Point 

WI-330 
Franklin Hotel 

Salisbury, Maryland Quadrangle 
1942 

C1 50 II •• .. -;": ,\1.;; ;; •• .. . . 

I/,----

./'// ·.,~ 
~ 11\ 

II I/ 

-// ;; 
--.........;. 

·"' 
// 

I/ 
It 

-'--l't'. 
/! ,'! 

//. 
// 

// 
// 

// 
// 

I; 
// 

. 

It 
I/ 

+ 
// ,, I ,, // // 

// •It 
I/ //e 

I/ II 
// // 

// I/ 
// .'/ 

// I J 
1'l I 1? 

,~'·· ' // 
// -~// 

,~' ( r,.=::!/ 
// // 

11.JB 

''-.. ~~----/~' 
-==!==:~=-

.. 





I .. 
I 

.,1 fl1 I , 5 

r'J 
t)v r 

I I - ' I . 

. . , 

(, 

r" 

I 

(, 

.i: 

../ 
/ 

·.j 

/ 

I 
., '/ I 

I 

t 
._ 

/I' -* ) J 

/ 





11/J I /I "'I u 

I l . " 
c."" ?' ,~ ~,,.. ~'( ,, 
...,, 0 ,,.. ,. ,, " 

" 
.. ~ .(_ l // ,/ 

t/n1 )-",A ,. 
/ ~ 

fV~/ .. I /. I I ,., , _, /' , 
I•' ,. 

,, 



WI-271 

Wicomico News Building 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 08-29-2003 
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WI-271 
Old Wicomico News Building 
Salisbury 
Private 

Early 20th century, 1920 

The three-story, English bond brick storefront with stone facings that frame the paired 

window openings was erected in 1920 as part of an effort to redesign and enlarge an 

early twentieth century law office. Classified under the Renaissance Revival, the 

1920 facade included a large datestone above a heavy stone cornice featuring acanthus 

decorated console brackets and a row of egg-and-dart molding. While the first floor 

has been reworked, it originally included classical stone entrances and an elaborate first 

floor frieze decorated with classical swags and urns. Small panels above the second and 

third floor windows still survive with similar classical motifs. Despite the loss of 

the first floor features, the building still retains a large percentage of it's architectural 

interest. 

For a large portion of its existence, this building has housed a newspaper office. 

In January 1920, the News Publishing Company of Salisbury purchased what was then 

known as the Woodcock & Webb building with plans to remodel and enlarge the former 

law office. A few months prior, the News Publishing Company had been organized 

following the acquisition of the Brewington Bros. Co., which had published the 

Wicomico News since 1887. On January 15, 1920, a short article in the Wicomico News 

verified the construction plans by stating: 

At the rear of their recently purchased three story brick building the News 



-

Page 2 

Publishing Company will erect a brick addition with a frontage on Camden 
Street. This addition will cover the entire rear of the Woodcock & Webb lot 
and will be about 26 feet wide and 76 feet deep. The entire addition and the 
ground floor of the present building, which fronts Main Street, will be 
occupied by the News Publishing company in its newspaper and job printing 
business. 

Preparations for the relocation of the newspaper office and printing room were 

stretched over the next six months with occupation planned for the summer. The 

Wicomico News was assembled and printed in this building until the late 1930s, when it 

was acquired by the Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc. of Canton, Ohio, and merged with 

the Salisbury Times. The Salisbury Times and Wicomico News, and later, the Salisbury 

Times and Shoreman's Daily, were written and printed here until a new newspaper office 

was built in the mid 1950s. 



-

MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION 

RESOURCE NAM:E:.~~~-W_i_c_o_m_1_·c_o~N_e_w~s_B~u_i_1_d_i_n_g~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI- 2 7 1 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 
Commerce 

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore 

3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Industrial/Urban Dominance 
1870-1930 

4. Resource Type(s): Commercial Block 



Survey No. 
WI-271 

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF Magi No. 
Maryland Historical Trust HlSTr':-::0 PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Wicomico News Building 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 110 West Main Street 

city, town Salisbury 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
---x- district 
_~_ buildlng(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
--X.-private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

\l•tus 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
x yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
~commercial 

_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Peninsula Bank 

street & number P. 0. Box 219 telephone no.: 

city, town Princess Anne state and zip code MD 21853 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Map 107, p. 1051 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. \Vicomico County Clerk of Court liber 1264 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 189 

city, town Salisbury state MD 21801 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county __ local 

.tposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Ci"eck one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. WI-271 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The old Wicomico News Building, now owned by Peninsula Bank and housing its 
administrative offices, is a three-story, two-bay brick commercial block located at 
110 West Main Street on the Downtown Plaza of Salisbury, Wicomico County, 
Maryland. The building faces north with contemporaneous commercial block flanking it 
on each side. 

Estimated to date to the first decade of the twentieth century, the core structure of 
the Wicomico News Building was enlarged and restyled in 1920 and documented to that 
year with a datestone fixed at the top of the wall surface. The West Main Street elevation 
is reflective of the Renaissance Revival style. The first floor has been reworked to suit a 
modem office space, whereas the second and third floors remain essentially unaltered. 
The front brick wall is laid in English bond with twp pairs of window openings on the 
second and third floors. The windows are framed by wide stone facings and a heavy 
stone mullion that divides the nine-over-one sash windows. Fixed above each set of 
windows is a decorative center panel. A carved um and scroll motif in classical form is 
featured in each panel. Nine-over-one replacement windows have been introduced on the 
second floor, while the original nine-over-one sash remain on the third floor. The entire 
window bay is distinguished by slight projection in the brick wall surface . 

The top of the wall is finished with a large stone entablature below a capped 
parapet. Large foliated consoles are fixed under the cornice. Stretching across the 
entablature below the consoles is an egg-and-dart molding. A plain frieze finishes the 
entablature composition. The 1920 datestone is centered above the entablature. 

The east side elevation is obscured by the adjacent commercial block, and there is 
a narrow alley on the west side. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-271 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
~ 1900-

_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
__x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
~ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates 1920 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B xc D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The three-story, English bond brick storefront with stone facings that frame the paired 
window openings was erected in 1920 as part of an effort to redesign and enlarge a 
early twentieth century law office. Classified under the Renaissance Revival, the 
1920 facade included a large datestone above a heavy stone cornice featuring acanthus 
decorated console brackets and a row of egg-and-dart molding. While the first floor 
has been reworked, it originally included classical stone entrances and an elaborate first 
floor frieze decorated with classical swags and urns. Small panels above the second and 
third floor windows still survive with similar classical motifs. Despite the loss of 
the first floor features, the building still retains a large percentage of its architectural 
interest. 

Due to the intact nature of the second and third floor features, this building 
qualifies for listing in Category B, which identifies buildings that should be preserved 
since they exhibit good architectural details and contribute to the overall historic sense of 
the district. 

For a large portion of its existence, this building has housed a newspaper office. 
In January 1920, the News Publishing Company of Salisbury purchased what was then 
known as the Woodcock & Webb building with plans to remodel and enlarge the former 
law office.(1) A few months prior, the News Publishing Company had been organized 
following the acquisition of the Brewington Bros. Co., which had published the 
Wicomico News since 1887.(2) On January 15, 1920, a short article in the Wicomico 
News verified the construction plans by stating: 

At the rear of their recently purchased three story brick building the News 
Publishing Company will erect a brick addition with a frontage on Camden 
Street. This addition will cover the entire rear of the Woodcock & Webb lot 
and will be about 26 feet wide and 76 feet deep. The entire addition and the 
ground floor of the present building, which fronts Main Street, will be 
occupied by the News Publishing company in its newspaper and job printing 
business.(3) 

(Continued) 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
8.1 Wicomico News Building, Wl-271 
West Main Street 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 

Preparations for the relocation of the newspaper office and printing room were 
stretched over the next six months with occupation planned for the summer. The 
Wicomico News was assembled and printed in this building until the late 1930s when it 
was acquired by the Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc. of Canton Ohio, and merged with the 
Salisbury Times.(4) The Salisbury Times and Wicomico News, and later, the Salisbury 
Times and Shoreman's Daily, was written and printed here until a new newspaper office 
was built in the mid 1950s.(5) 

1 Wicomico County Land Record, JCK 117/124, January 29, 1920, Wicomico County 
Courthouse, Salisbury, Maryland. 

2 Preston, Dickson J. Newspapers of Maryland's Eastern Shore. Queenstown and 
Centreville: Queen Anne Press and Tidewater Publishers, 1986, p. 249. 

3 Wicomico News, January 15, 1920, (Wicomico County Free Library). 

4 Preston, p. 180. 

5 Preston, p. 249. 
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WI-271 
Wicomico News Building 
West Main Street 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title 

1264/189 

9/11/1991 

MSB 1208/651 

2/6/1990 

MSB 1130/416 

12/1/1987 

JWTS 785/247 

2/26/1973 

Margaret 0. Gaskill 

to 

Peninsula Bank 

Property survey of Clement I. and Margaret 0. Gaskill 
7/15/1957 JWTS 427/37 

First National Bank of Maryland 

to 

Margaret 0. Gaskill 

Robert D. Faw, Clement M. Gaskill, and John W. T. Webb 
Personal Representatives of Clement I. Gaskill 

to 

First National Bank 

Item No. 2, Undivided V2 interest 

Betty N. Bounds 

to 

Clement I. Gaskill 
Margaret 0. Gaskill 



WI-271 
Wicomico News Building 
West Main Street 

Page 2 

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

785/244 

2/26/1973 

JWTS 546/25 

5/14/1962 

JWTS 546/23 

5/14/1962 

JWTS 436/152 

7/23/1957 

Clement I. Gaskill 
Margaret 0. Gaskill 

to 

Betty N. Bounds 
Whereas by certain deeds dated 5/14/1962 in JWTS 546/23 
Clement I. Gaskill acquired in his individual name absolute 
fee simple title 

Janice A. Culver 

to 

Clement I. Gaskill 

Clement I. Gaskill 

to 

Janice A. Culver 

Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc. of Ohio 

to 

Clement I. Gaskill 
Margaret 0. Gaskill 



WI-271 
Wicomico News Building 
West Main Street 

Page 3 

Salsibury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

IDT 203/554 

9/1/1937 

203/544 

8/31/1937 

JCK 117/124 

1/29/1920 
Received 2/3/1920 

Richard P. Curtiss 
Guivevere Clarkson Curtiss 

to 

Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc. 

the courses and distances given herein and taken from 
a plat of survey made for Woodcock & Webb by 
William S. Hartley 12/27/1919, recorded 2/3/1920 
JCK 117/600 

News Publishing Company 

to 

Richard P. Curtiss 

AmosW. W. Woodcock 
Fred W. C. Webb 

to 

News Publishing Company, Salisbury, Maryland 
Assumption of mortgage to Floy T. Watson 
$9,500. 7/1/1919 JCK 110/521 and the sum of 
$8,000. 



WI-271 
Wicomico News Building 
West Main Street 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title contined 

JCK 113/171 

7/1/1919 

Harriette Wright 
Lillian B. Wright 

to 

AmosW. W. Woodcock 
Frederick W. C. Webb 

Page4 
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Wicomico News Building 
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4/15/24, 10:49 AM SDAT: Real Property Data Search

https://sdat.dat.maryland.gov/RealProperty/Pages/default.aspx 1/1

Real Property Data Search ( )

     

Search Result for WICOMICO COUNTY
 

View Map View GroundRent Redemption View GroundRent Registration

Special Tax Recapture: None
Account Identifier: District - 09 Account Number - 049444

Owner Information
Owner Name: 501 W MAIN STREET SALISBURY MD LLC Use:

Principal Residence:
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
NO

Mailing Address: 1304 S DIVISION ST
UNIT 1
SALISBURY MD 21804-

Deed Reference: /05192/ 00438

Location & Structure Information
Premises Address: 501 W MAIN ST

SALISBURY 21801-0000
Legal Description: PAR 1 7,788SQ FT

501-03-05-507 W MAIN ST
FRANKLIN HOTEL SUBD

Map: Grid: Parcel: Neighborhood: Subdivision: Section: Block: Lot: Assessment Year: Plat No:
0106 0016 3273 10003.23 0000 PAR 1 2024 Plat Ref:

Town: SALISBURY

Primary Structure Built Above Grade Living Area Finished Basement Area Property Land Area County Use
1927 5,044 SF 7,788 SF

Stories Basement Type Exterior Quality Full/Half Bath Garage Last Notice of Major Improvements
MIXED RESIDENTIAL / RETAIL / C3

Value Information
Base Value Value Phase-in Assessments

As of
01/01/2024

As of
07/01/2023

As of
07/01/2024

Land: 61,100 61,100
Improvements 334,800 1,097,600
Total: 395,900 1,158,700 395,900 650,167
Preferential Land: 0 0

Transfer Information
Seller: SIMSON DANA & JOHN ORTH Date: 12/07/2022 Price: $1,250,000
Type: ARMS LENGTH MULTIPLE Deed1: /05192/ 00438 Deed2:

Seller: SIMSON, DANA & JOHN ORTH Date: 05/05/2000 Price: $70,000
Type: NON-ARMS LENGTH OTHER Deed1: /01629/ 00690 Deed2:

Seller: SALISBURY, CITY OF Date: 09/18/1998 Price: $70,000
Type: NON-ARMS LENGTH OTHER Deed1: /01629/ 00690 Deed2:

Exemption Information
Partial Exempt Assessments: Class 07/01/2023 07/01/2024
County: 000 0.00
State: 000 0.00
Municipal: 000 0.00|0.00 0.00|0.00
Special Tax Recapture: None

Homestead Application Information
Homestead Application Status: No Application 

Homeowners' Tax Credit Application Information
Homeowners' Tax Credit Application Status: No Application Date:
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