   City of Salisbury, Maryland

Parks & Recreation Committee
March 9, 2023
Minutes

	Present
	

	David Plotts, Chairperson
	Mike Dryden, Dir., Field Operations

	Mike Piorunski, Vice Chairperson
	

	David Herrick, Secretary
	Not Present

	Mike Perry, Committee Member
	 Dominique Sessa. Committee Member

	Errick Wilson, Committee Member
	April Jackson, City Council Liaison

	Mary Grace Kiley, Committee Member
	

	Kevin Gleason, PDGA Member
	

	Paul Whitney, PDGA Member
	

	Shawn Johnson, Pres., Eastbound Disc Golf 
	


Call to Order:  David Plotts called the meeting to order at 6:10 at City Park in Salisbury, MD.
Minutes:    Mr. Herrick distributed copies of the minutes from the February 16, 2023 meeting.  A motion was made by Mary Grace Kiley to accept the minutes as read.  Said motion was seconded by Errick Wilson and carried to approve.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Parks Review:  Members of Eastbound Disc Golf club discussed details of the expected expansion of the current disc golf course into the eastern part of City Park toward Beaglin Park Drive. The Department of Infrastructure & Development is expected to approve movement forward with EDG designing, installing and maintaining the course and required equipment.  Ideas for the informational kiosks centered on color and aesthetics.  Recycled material will be too expensive so EBG will build the kiosks themselves and color should be consistent with the baskets and be low maintenance. Then, the committee members were invited to show their throwing talent in the fading light with glowing discs provided by club members.  Results were mixed and not recorded by this Secretary.  Mary Grace Kiley observed that park employees were enjoying an inordinate amount of time on lunch breaks and generally wasting time that should be spent on City Park maintenance.  A suggestion was made that convict labor for park cleanup should be considered. Mr. Piorunski believes a workflow tool would be helpful for the Parks Department and later shared information on park and playground improvements in Ocean City at Northside Park.  Mr. Perry provided the committee with a concise Salisbury Parks Audit worksheet that rates the inventory and amenities at each city park to be used by committee members and possibly public visitors.
Other Business:  Mike Dryden is looking to fill four positions in the parks department, including parks manager, crew leader and two technicians which would replace three vacant positions in addition to one new position.  Mr. Dryden is focused on the parks manager applications so that the right hire is motivated and has leadership qualities to inspire team performance. Mr. Dryden also intends to pursue Maryland Open Space grants and create a working relationship with Interim Mayor Jack Heath. 
Adjournment:  Since there was no more immediate business for the committee to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Mike Perry, seconded by David Herrick and committee voted to adjourn at 6:55PM.  
David Herrick
Secretary
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