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Salisbury Historic District Commission
 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 

Meeting Date: February 22, 2023 
 
Case Number:     23-02 
 
Commission Considering: Sign 
 
Owner’s Name: Rinnier Development 
Owner’s Address: 218 E Main St 
 Salisbury, MD 21803   
 
Applicant Name: Phillips Sign 
 
Agent/Contractor:     Phillips Sign 
 
Subject Property Address: 224 E Main Street 
 
Historic District:      Downtown Historic District   
 
Use Category:     Commercial 
 
Zoning Classification:    CBD 
 
Structure / Site Description:    

Built Date:     1948 
Enclosed Area:    19,659 SF 
Lot Size:     26, 798 SF 
Number of Stories:    1 

 
Contributing Structure: TBD 
 
Wicomico County Historic Survey on file:  No 
    
Nearby Properties on County Survey:  Yes 
Including but not limited to: 
 120-122 E Main Street – Salisbury News & Advertiser Building 
 126 E Main Street – Colonial Building 
 130 E Main Street- Richardson Building 



 2 

Relevant Historic, Archeological and Architectural Significant Features of the 
Surrounding Area: 
 
The Downtown Historic District is the largest of Salisbury’s three historic districts and 
encompasses the City’s commercial center. The design and construction of its structures 
meet the City’s now well-established requirement for the use of brick and stone as 
building materials. The district’s buildings are typically two to three story brick buildings 
fronting on Main Street, Division Street and other streets perpendicular to Main Street. 
 
Neighboring Properties which have been deemed Contributing/Non-Contributing: 
House 

# Street Name Hearing 
Date Contributing Non-

Contributing 

 
Explanation of Request: The applicant is requesting the Salisbury Historic District 
Commission to approve installation of new sign.  
 
Areas of Historic Guidelines to be considered: 
 
Guideline 44: Preserve Historic Signs 
a. Historic signs, such as those constructed directly into an architecture detail of the structure 
should be maintained, and may be restored if necessary. 
b. Wording changes on existing historic signs should be in keeping with the overall character of 
the sign and the structure on which it is placed. 
c. Restore or recreate historic signs where sufficient documentation exists, if the restored or 
recreated sign would be in compliance with Salisbury’s zoning ordinance. 
 
Guideline 45: Sign Placement On most downtown buildings, a continuous brick ledge or 
corbelling is used to separate the second floor and above from the entry-level storefront below. 
This space is ideal for sign placement, as it was often created for this purpose. In some 
instances, newer buildings contain areas above the highest windows for signage. 
a. Signs must not obscure or hide significant historic features or details. This includes windows, 
cornices, and architectural trim. 
b. Projecting signs must be located no less than eight feet above the sidewalk. 
c. Signs should be mounted to historic masonry buildings through the mortar joint, rather than 
through masonry units wherever possible. 
d. Non-permanent painted or adhesive signs (for example, vinyl cling signs) may be installed on 
the interior of storefront windows or on the upper story windows of multi-story commercial 
buildings. 
e. Signs shall not be placed above the roof-line of any building in the Downtown Historic District, 
as per the zoning ordinance. 
f. Awning signs are permitted. 
 
Evaluation Criteria:  

Pursuant to Section 17.52.040 A & B of the Salisbury Zoning Code, it is the duty 
of the Historic District Commission to review all applications to construct, alter, 
reconstruct, move or demolish any structure within a Historic District whenever 

122 E Main Street 11/14/12 X  
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the exterior appearance of such structure is affected, and to approve or reject said 
application.  In reviewing an application and plans, the Commission should give 
consideration to review criteria, and may make a determination as to which of 
said Criteria are applicable.  
 
 

Staff Findings Prepared By: Jessica Budd 
Infrastructure and Development 
125 N Division Street, Suite 202 

Salisbury, MD 21801 
(410) 548-3170 
Date: 2/10/2023 






