










To: Julia Glanz, City Administrator
From: S. Mark Tilghman, City Solicitor
Date: July 11, 2018
Re: Ordinance – Ethics Code Amendment

The State has changed the local government requirements of the Public Ethics Law, to
be enacted and effective as of January 1, 2019.   
The required changes are:  

1. Precludes Mayor, an elected official or a member of the City Council from
lobbying (legislative matters) for one calendar year after leaving office. 

2. Effective January 1, 2019, the portion of a financial disclosure statement that
includes an individual’s home address may not be provided to the public. 

3. Former lobbyists who become a public official or City employee is prohibited
from participating in a case, contract or other specific matter for 1 calendar year
after terminating their registrations if they previously assisted or represented
another party in the matter. Does not apply to uncompensated or minimally
compensated.  

4. On the Financial Disclosure forms, add another category to Schedule H – for a
statement filed on or after January 1, 2019, if the filer’s spouse is a regulated
lobbyist, they must disclose the entity that has engaged the spouse to lobby.  

There are also Optional Changes, which are:  
1. On the financial Disclosure form, remove “exchange-traded funds” (ETF) from

the definition of interest. 
2. Add three specific circumstances that constitute violation of the prestige of

office provision (influencing the award of a City contract to a specific person; 
initiating a solicitation for a person to retain the compensated services of a
particular lobbyist or firm; using public resources or title to solicit a political
contribution regulated in accordance with the Maryland Election Law Article). 
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3. On the Financial Disclosure Form, change Schedule F disclosure (indebtedness
to entities doing business with the City) to indebtedness to entities doing
business with or regulated by the individual’s governmental unit. 

4. Effective January 1, 2019, City Ethics Commission may provide Internet access, 
through an online registration program, to financial disclosure statements
submitted by City officials, candidates for office as City officials and a head of a
principal department of the executive office. 

5. Codify disclosure requirements for lobbyists who serve on City boards and
commissions. Also codify a requirement for such a lobbyist who is disqualified
from participating in a specific matter to file a statement of recusal with the
board or commission. This provision requires lobbyists who serve on local
boards to submit disclosure forms that mirror the forms for local elected
officials. 






