
 

 
 

AS AMENDED ON OCTOBER 11, 2021 
ORDINANCE NO. 2685 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY TO AMEND CHAPTER 8.08 
BRUSH, WEEDS AND OBNOXIOUS GROWTH TO INCLUDE THE DEFINITION & 
REQUIREMENTS OF MEADOW CULTIVATION AND TO ALLOW FOR THE 
CULTIVATION OF MEADOWS IN THE CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury has determined there is a need for periodic review 

of the City of Salisbury Municipal Code; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury desire to amend Chapter 8.08.080 to permit the 

cultivation of meadows subject to the terms and conditions provided hereinbelow. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SALISBURY, MARYLAND, as follows: 
 

Section 1. Chapter 8.08 of the Salisbury City Code, entitled “Brush, Weeds and Obnoxious Growth”, be 
and is hereby amended by adding the bolded and underlined language as follows:  

 
8.08.080 Meadow Cultivation 

 
Meadows are a planned, intentional, and maintained planting of grasses and wildflowers that are 
commonly found in meadow and prairie plant communities, so not to include noxious weeds. The 
cultivation of Meadows shall be exempt from the requirements of Section 8.08.010 (Cutting or removal 
of grass, weeds, brush and plant growth required) if the following conditions are met: 

 
A.  The Meadow shall be managed in a manner so not to become infested with weeds or to create a 

stagnant, foul-smelling condition; 
 

B.  The Meadow shall be managed so as not to contain noxious weed growth and must include at 
minimum, a majority of plants native to Maryland.  For purposes of this Section, the term 
“noxious weed” is defined as any annual, biennial, or perennial weed or plant that adversely 
effects and/or threatens agricultural production, including but not limited to any noxious weed 
as defined by the Maryland Department of Agriculture; 

 
C. The Meadow shall be set back not less than ten (10) feet from front property line; 

 
D. The Meadow shall be set back not less than five (5) feet from side and/or rear property line; 

 
E. No Meadow set back is required for side and/or rear property line if a fully opaque fence, at 

least five (5) feet in height, is installed between the Meadow and neighboring side and/or rear 
property; 

 
F. The Meadow shall be cut to a height no greater than eight (8) inches a minimum of one (1) time 

annually between September 15 and March 15; and  
 

G. All property owners who desire to participate in cultivating a Meadow must first register with 
the Housing and Community Development Department.   



 

 
 

  
BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY, 

MARYLAND, as follows: 

Section 2.  It is the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury that each provision of this 
Ordinance shall be deemed independent of all other provisions herein. 

Section 3.  It is further the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury that if any section, 
paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 
unenforceable under applicable Maryland or federal law, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, 
subsection, clause or provision so adjudged and all other provisions of this Ordinance shall remain and shall be deemed 
valid and enforceable. 

Section 4.  The recitals set forth hereinabove are incorporated into this section of the Ordinance as if such recitals 
were specifically set forth at length in this Section 4. 

Section 5.   This Ordinance shall take effect from and after the date of its final passage. 
 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced and read at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury 
held on the 27th day of September, 2021 and thereafter, a statement of the substance of the Ordinance having been 
published as required by law, in the meantime, was finally passed by the Council of the City of Salisbury on the 11th day 
of October, 2021. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________   __________________________________ 
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk   John R. Heath, City Council President 
 
Approved by me, this ________day of ______________, 2021. 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Jacob R. Day, Mayor 

15th October



 

 

                                                                   
 

To:  Julia Glanz, City Administrator & Andy Kitzrow, Deputy City Administrator 
From:  Ronald Strickler Jr., Director of HCDD 
Date:  August 30, 2021  
Re:  Meadow Cultivation Code Amendment 

 

At the direction of City Administrator Julia Glanz, the Housing and Community Development 
Department explored the possibility of adding Meadow Cultivation to the City of Salisbury 
Code.  The Housing and Community Development team, along with Alyssa Hastings, 
Sustainability Specialist of the Department of Infrastructure and Development partnered to 
determine the best solution for the residents of Salisbury. On behalf of the Housing and 
Community Development Department and Department of Infrastructure and Development, we 
are requesting consideration of the proposed Meadow Cultivation Code Amendment which 
would allow for residents to register and cultivate meadows.  

Through research conducted by Sustainability Specialist Alyssa Hastings, we are able to 
provide the benefits of allowing meadows within the City of Salisbury.  Wildflower meadows 
are complex, interactive communities of plants that provide essential ecosystem services. 
Wildflower meadows are valuable habitat, providing pollen, nectar, and seed resources, nesting 
sites, and a protected environment for our native bee and butterfly species. Additionally, many 
birds thrive on the food and shelter that wildflower meadows provide. Meadows aid in the 
infiltration and filtration of stormwater, prevent erosion, and store carbon. Salisbury is proud to 
be a Bee City USA community, by allowing residents to create pocket pollinator meadows in 
their yards, the City of Salisbury is expanding habitat for the pollinators we all depend on. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
September 15, 2021 
 
 
Jack Heath 
Council President, City of Salisbury  
125 North Division Street 
Salisbury, MD 21801 
 
Re: A letter in support of the Pollinator Meadow Ordinance 
 
Dear Council President Heath, 
 
The Lower Shore Land Trust (LSLT) is submitting this letter of support for the 
City’s update of Chapter 8.08 to allow the cultivation of pollinator meadows 
within the City of Salisbury. 
 
The City of Salisbury has taken many steps recently to support wildlife and 
wildlife habitat within its boundaries including the City’s certifications as both 
a Bee City and a Bird City. The approval of the changes to the Brush, Weed, 
and Obnoxious Growth ordinance would support these recent initiatives by 
allowing property owners within the City to cultivate and care for meadows 
that would provide critical urban habitat for pollinators and other wildlife and 
compliment the City’s own efforts on City-owned properties such as City Park. 
 
Proper management of these areas is critical to both the health of the meadows 
and the aesthetic appeal of the City. These meadows add beautiful color and 
texture to yards and can provide habitat for pollinators, birds, and other 
beneficial creatures year-round. Well managed meadows can also provide 
benefits for stormwater management as they can help increase infiltration rates 
and reduce runoff to the storm drains. 
 
LSLT has been working with municipal landowners for years through our 
Pollinator Certification Program (Brochure attached). This program provides 
landowners with information on best practices for a pollinator-friendly garden. 
The proposed changes in the City ordinance would allow landowners to adopt 
many of the suggested pollinator certification criteria that they may not 
currently be able to under current regulations. 
 
LSLT thanks the City for all of their efforts to increase well-managed wildlife 
habitat within its boundaries. 
 
    Sincerely 

     
 
    Kate Patton 
    Executive Director, LSLT
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Lower Shore Land Trust

Pollinator
Certification

Program

The Lower Shore Land Trust
Pollinator Certification Program

promotes best management
techniques to foster habitat for

pollinators and other wildlife
 

100 River Street, Snow Hill MD 21863
 

For additional resources, events &
workshops, contact:

info@lowershorelandtrust.org 

Lower Shore Land Trust

 

Your support for this program helps promote
our goal for protecting natural heritage on

the Lower Shore. 

Sign up today! 
 Together we will keep the Eastern

Shore pollinator friendly!

Pollinator Friendly Garden Interest Form

Contact Information 
Name________________________________
Address_____________________________
_____________________________________
Email________________________________
Phone_______________________________

Garden Description

__Urban        __Suburban      __Rural

__less than 1/4 acre        __1/4-1 acre
__1-5 acres       __5-10 acres        __10+ acres

How large is your garden space?

What type of residence?

__House     __Townhouse      __Apartment
__Condominium      __Farm (Home Site)

__Assisted Living    __School    __Business
__Community Garden

What is your geographic location?

What would you like to see more of in
your yard? 

__Birds    __ Butterflies     __Bees

Please complete & send form to: 
Lower Shore Land Trust

100 River Street, Snow Hill MD 21863
Or scan and email to:

info@lowershorelandtrust.org

Courtesy of Barbara Seabrook's Pollinator Garden

Thank you!

Visit www.lowershorelandtrust.org
Call us at 443-234-5587



Steps to certify your pollinator friendly garden

1. Review the certification criteria below (more information online), fill out the Pollinator
Friendly Garden Interest Form on the back side and email to

info@lowershorelandtrust.org, or mail to: LSLT, 100 River Street, Snow Hill, MD 21863.
2. Once we receive your interest form, we will send you an application and additional

resource materials for habitat enhancement activities. 
3. Fill out the application and send (with photos electronically) to LSLT for review.

4. Once approved, you'll receive your Pollinator Friendly sign and recognition from LSLT. 
5. Look out for pollinator information and announcements from LSLT! Help spread the

word about the benefits of pollinators to your friends and neighbors!
 

Criteria for Certification
Food sources (at least 3)

native plants
host plants
fruiting trees

feeder
diversity of scent,
color, size

Water Sources (at least 2)
pond, river,
stream
birdbath

hanging drip
bottle
butterfly
puddle area

Cover sources (at least 2)
natural shelter
constructed
shelter

3 canopy layers
basking/ nesting
site

Conservation Practices (at least 8)
compost
rain garden
reduced lawn
areas

xeriscape
native species
no fertilizer use

Environmental Benefits of
Pollinator Gardens

 Clean Air & Water
Prevents Erosion
Supports Biodiversity &
Ecological Restoration
Enhances Plant Propagation

These benefits are crucial to humankind
and are referred to as ecosystem

services; the processes in which the
environment produces resources.

LSLT Mission
Lower Shore Land Trust is

dedicated to preserving rural
lands, to promoting vibrant

towns, and to building a
healthier and more connected

Eastern Shore. 

Pollinator 
Project Vision

Our vision is to ensure a healthy
environment for pollinators on

the Eastern Shore by encouraging
stewardship of our natural

resources and promoting the
benefit of pollinators
throughout our rural

communities. 

To keep this program sustainable, we
ask for a $25 dollar donation upon

submitting your application. This helps
us  cover costs for printing, mailing,
signage, and other resources and

support to keep this program going!

Thanks to generous support from:

Check out our website for educational programs at www.lowershorelandtrust.org

find more suggestions on our website
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