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Salisbury Historic District Commission

STAFF FINDINGS 

Meeting Date: October 27, 2021 

Case Number: #21-24 

Commission Considering: Fence 

Owner’s Name: George Campbell 

Owner’s Address: 204 Elizabeth Street 

Applicant Name: George Campbell 

Applicant’s Address: 8403 Greenwood Road 
Greenwood, DE 19950 

Agent/Contractor: None Indicated 

Subject Property Address: 204 Elizabeth Street 
Salisbury, MD 21801 

Historic District:  Newtown Historic District 

Use Category: Residential 

Zoning Classification: General Commercial 

Structure / Site Description: 
Built Date: 1925 
Enclosed Area: 2,464 sq ft  
Lot Size: 7,700 sq ft  
Number of Stories: 2 

Contributing Structure: TBD 

Wicomico County Historic Survey on file:  No 

Nearby Properties on County Survey: Yes 



 511 Poplar Hill Avenue Morris-Holloway House

 205 E. Isabella Street Thomas H. Tilghman House

Relevant Historic, Archeological and Architectural Significant Features of the 
Surrounding Area: 

The Newtown Historic District is a mid-19th to early-20th century unplanned residential 
community located just north of U.S. Route 50 in the City of Salisbury. Most structures 
within the area are in residential use with the exception of a few churches on the southern 
end and some commercial space along Route 13. Structures in Newtown are large in 
scale and placed fairly close together. They are typically frame, two-and-a-half stories in 
height and three to five bays wide. Most structures have full length or wraparound 
porches. The structures represent an eclectic mix of mid-19* to early-20" century 
building types and styles including four squares, Greek Revival, Queen Anne, Shingle 
style, and Colonial Revival buildings. The neighborhood maintains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, association and feeling. 

Neighboring Properties which have been deemed Contributing/Non-Contributing: 

House # Street Name 
Hearing 

Date 
Contributing Non-Contributing 

104 Elizabeth St 9/24/2014 X 

114 Elizabeth St 9/23/2015 X 

116 Elizabeth St 2/12/2019 X 

117 Elizabeth St 7/28/2010 X 

Explanation of Request: The applicant is requesting the Salisbury Historic District 
Commission approve their request to install a fence in backyard. 

Areas of Historic Guidelines to be considered: 

Guideline 34: Fences, Retaining Walls, and Gates 
Fences, walls, and gates define property boundaries and also provide privacy and security. 
Retaining walls are used to maintain and stabilize topography. 
The majority of fences in Salisbury’s residential historic districts are low and open. Wood picket 
fences are common, and some wrought iron fences are also found within the districts. Retaining 
walls are typically low and constructed of brick. Historic fences and walls are integral 
components of the overall property and should be maintained and preserved as character 
defining landscape features. New fences and walls should reflect and complement the style and 
materials of the predominant building on the lot and respect the overall architectural character 
of the streetscape. Property owners looking to install a new fence must follow the requirements 
outlined in Salisbury’s zoning code, which has certain height limitations depending on the 
location of the new fence. When selecting designs for a new fence, you are encouraged to 
choose a pattern or design that does not detract from the character of the historic building. It is 
often best to err on the side of simplicity. In most cases, a simple picket fence is the most 



appropriate choice. Modern synthetic materials, such as vinyl and steel fences, may be 
appropriate on modern, non‐contributing properties within the district provided that the 
scale and appearance is complimentary to the property and does not detract from the overall 
streetscape. 
a. Maintain and preserve existing historic fences.
b. When replacement is necessary, in‐kind replacements are the first choice. A simple fence in a
style that compliments the surrounding architecture may also be appropriate.
c. Designs for new fences must be complimentary to the surrounding architecture, and must
comply with existing zoning code.
d. Automatic security gates may be permitted, provided they are properly located and comply
with existing zoning requirements. They must be appropriate to the design of any existing fence
or the style of the historic building.

Evaluation Criteria: 
Pursuant to Section 17.52.040 A & B of the Salisbury Zoning Code, it is the duty 
of the Historic District Commission to review all applications to construct, alter, 
reconstruct, move or demolish any structure within a Historic District whenever 
the exterior appearance of such structure is affected, and to approve or reject said 
application.  In reviewing an application and plans, the Commission should give 
consideration to review criteria, and may make a determination as to which of 
said Criteria are applicable.   
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