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Salisbury Historic District Commission

 
STAFF FINDINGS 

 
Meeting Date: August 25, 2021 

 
 
 
Case Number:     #21-20 
 
Commission Considering:    Concrete Driveway and Garage  
 
Owner’s Name: Dipal Patel 
 
Owner’s Address:                                                    208 Elizabeth Street 
 
Applicant Name: Dipal Patel  
 
Applicant’s Address:                                               9062 Newbridge Dr  
                                                                                   Delmar, MD 21875 
 
Agent/Contractor:     None Indicated 
 
Subject Property Address: 208 Elizabeth Street 
                                                                                    Salisbury, MD 21801 
 
Historic District:      Newtown Historic District   
 
Use Category:     Residential 
 
Zoning Classification:    R-8 
 
Structure / Site Description: 

Built Date:     1920 
Enclosed Area:    2,331 sq ft  
Lot Size:     5,494 sq ft  
Number of Stories:    2 
 

Contributing Structure:    Contributing, 3/23/2011 
 
Wicomico County Historic Survey on file:  No 
 
Nearby Properties on County Survey:  Yes 



 511 Poplar Hill Avenue   Morris-Holloway House 
 205 E. Isabella Street    Thomas H. Tilghman House 

 
Relevant Historic, Archeological and Architectural Significant Features of the 
Surrounding Area: 
 
The Newtown Historic District is a mid-19th to early-20th century unplanned residential 
community located just north of U.S. Route 50 in the City of Salisbury. Most structures 
within the area are in residential use with the exception of a few churches on the southern 
end and some commercial space along Route 13. Structures in Newtown are large in 
scale and placed fairly close together. They are typically frame, two-and-a-half stories in 
height and three to five bays wide. Most structures have full length or wraparound 
porches. The structures represent an eclectic mix of mid-19* to early-20" century 
building types and styles including four squares, Greek Revival, Queen Anne, Shingle 
style, and Colonial Revival buildings. The neighborhood maintains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, association and feeling. 
 
Neighboring Properties which have been deemed Contributing/Non-Contributing: 

House # Street Name 
Hearing 

Date 
Contributing Non-Contributing 

104 Elizabeth St 9/24/2014 X 
 

114 Elizabeth St 9/23/2015 X 
 

116 Elizabeth St 2/12/2019 X 
 

117 Elizabeth St 7/28/2010 X 
 

 
Explanation of Request: The applicant is requesting the Salisbury Historic District 
Commission approve their request to approve there already installed concrete driveway 
and a proposed garage.  
 
Areas of Historic Guidelines to be considered: 
Guideline 33: Walkways, Driveways, and Parking Lots 
Walkways, driveways, and parking lots are integral features within all of Salisbury’s historic 
districts. Their location, materials, and overall appearance on the property and within the 
streetscape is a historic feature that contributes to the district as a whole and should be 
retained and preserved. Historic Districts where single‐family residences are converted to multi‐
family. Within the Historic District are small surface parking areas for religious buildings and a 
few commercial properties. Surface parking areas are not contributing features, but impact the 
character of the historic district. 
a. Avoid altering the original layout, size, dimensions, textures, and materials of historic 
walkways and driveways. 
b. Walkways and driveways that have fallen into disrepair should be repaired rather than 
replaced wherever possible 
c. Concrete is the recommended material for new sidewalk construction. The material and 
pattern of the exiting sidewalk within the block should be maintained. 



d. Establishing a new pattern using concrete pavers, red or yellow brick may be appropriate if it 
is compatible with the historic quality of the street and will be reviewed on a case‐by‐case basis. 
e. Sidewalks must provide curb cuts per code and ADA guidelines. 
f. Historic walkways which have been lost or altered may be restored based on existing 
documentation of the original design, or if no documentation is available, a new feature may 
be designed to be compatible with the overall historic layout of the property. The new design 
should be compatible with the location, configuration, dimension, scale, materials, and color of 
the historic property and the surrounding district. 
g. Walkway and driveway materials and colors should be consistent with those used historically, 
including brick, flagstone, and gravel. Concrete and asphalt are other options which are 
potentially appropriate. 
h. Construction of new parking lots for subdivided residential properties should be avoided, or 
located at the rear or side of the property. Provide a landscaped buffer to screen the parking 
area from view. Plant material should be no more than 42” in height in order to screen the 
vehicles but still allow for visual access into and from the lots. 
i. For commercial or institutional parking, the overall effect on the character of the surrounding 
area must be considered. Locate parking lots away from the primary elevations – the rear or 
side of the property is usually ideal. Provide a landscaped buffer to screen the parking area 
from view. Plant material should be no more than 42” in height in order to screen the vehicles 
but still allow for visual access into and from the lots. 
 
Guideline 65: New Construction 
a. The new garage shall be compatible with the primary building in terms of scale, massing, and 
style. 
b. Pre‐fabricated, non‐permanent sheds are permitted in the rear of the property. They should 
be small in scale and congruous with the style of the primary building. 

 
Evaluation Criteria:  

Pursuant to Section 17.52.040 A & B of the Salisbury Zoning Code, it is the duty 
of the Historic District Commission to review all applications to construct, alter, 
reconstruct, move or demolish any structure within a Historic District whenever 
the exterior appearance of such structure is affected, and to approve or reject said 
application.  In reviewing an application and plans, the Commission should give 
consideration to review criteria, and may make a determination as to which of 
said Criteria are applicable.   

 

    
 
 

Staff Findings Prepared By: Jessica Budd 
Infrastructure and Development 
125 N Division Street, Suite 202 

Salisbury, MD 21801 
(410) 548-3170 

Date: August 11,2021 
 






