
 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF SALISBURY 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

 

MAY 11, 2020                          6:00 p.m. 
ZOOM MEETING 

 
   Times shown for agenda items are estimates only. 

 

 

6:00 p.m. CALL TO ORDER 
  
6:01 p.m. WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
6:02 p.m. SILENT MEDITATION 
  
6:03 p.m. ADOPTION OF LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
  
6:04 p.m. CONSENT AGENDA – City Clerk Kimberly Nichols  
  April 27, 2020 Legislative Session Minutes 

 May 4, 2020 Special Meeting Minutes 
  May 4, 2020 Work Session Minutes 
  

6:07 p.m. RESOLUTION – City Administrator Julia Glanz 

  Resolution No. 3032- to authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with Wicomico 
County to provide municipal water service to the Salisbury-Ocean City-Wicomico 
Regional Airport  
 

6:12 p.m. PUBLIC HEARING- Charter Amendment Resolution No. 2020-2 – City Administrator Julia Glanz 

 Charter Amendment Resolution No. 2020-2- to amend the Charter of the City of 
Salisbury, Maryland by deleting the maximum tax rate described in Section § SC7-35 
OF ARTICLE VII 

  

6:32 p.m. PUBLIC HEARING- John Deere Drive – Milford Street Associates property annexation – City 

Administrator Julia Glanz 

 Resolution No. 2875- to approve the John Deere Drive – Milford Street Associates 
property annexation 

 Resolution No. 2876- to approve the John Deere Drive – Milford Street Associates 
property annexation plan 
 

6:45 p.m. ORDINANCE – City Attorney Mark Tilghman 

  Ordinance No. 2592- 1st reading- approving an amendment of the FY 2020 General 
Fund budget to appropriate funds needed to cover the shortfall in the November 
2019 Elections Budget 

 



6:55 p.m. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  
7:00 p.m. ADJOURNMENT 
  

 

Copies of the agenda items are available for review in  the 
City Clerk’s Office, Room 305– City/County Government 
Office Building, 410-548-3140 or on the City’s website 
www.salisbury.md. City Council Meetings are conducted              
in Open Session unless otherwise indicated.  All or part of 
the Council’s meetings can be held in Closed Session                 
under the authority of the Maryland Open Meetings Law, 
Annotated Code of Maryland General Provisions Article                     
§ 3-305(b, by vote of the City Council.  

                                                                

                                                                                                                            

                                NEXT COUNCIL MEETING – MAY 18, 2020 (SPECIAL MEETING) 
   

 Public Hearing- FY21 Proposed Budget, Proposed Water & Sewer Rates, Proposed Fees, and 
Constant Yield Tax Rate 

 Ordinance No. 2592- 2nd reading- approving an amendment of the FY 2020 General Fund budget 
to appropriate funds needed to cover the shortfall in the November 2019 Elections Budget 

 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89472875041 

Meeting ID: 894 7287 5041 
One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,89472875041# US (Germantown) 
 Call:  1-301-715-8592 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Posted 5/7/20 

http://www.salisbury.md/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89472875041
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CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND 1 
 2 

REGULAR MEETING (VIA ZOOM MEETING) APRIL 27, 2020 3 
 4 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS PRESENT 5 
 6 

President John “Jack” R. Heath     Mayor Jacob R. Day  7 
Council Vice-President Muir Boda    Councilwoman Angela M. Blake 8 

 Councilwoman Michele Gregory    Councilwoman April Jackson  9 
  10 

IN ATTENDANCE 11 
 12 
City Administrator Julia Glanz, Department of Infrastructure and Development Director 13 

Amanda Pollack, Business Development Director Laura Soper, Housing and Community 14 

Development Director Everett Howard, Grants Manager Deborah Stam, City Clerk Kimberly 15 

Nichols, City Attorney Mark Tilghman, other City staff and interested citizens. 16 

****************************************************************************** 17 

CITY INVOCATION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 18 
  19 
The City Council met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. via a Zoom Meeting. Council President 20 
John R. Heath called the meeting to order followed by a moment of silent meditation. 21 

 22 

ADOPTION OF LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 23 
 24 
Mr. Boda moved, Ms. Blake seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve the legislative 25 

agenda as presented.  26 
 27 
CONSENT AGENDA – presented by City Clerk Kimberly Nichols 28 
  29 
The Consent Agenda consisting of the following items was unanimously approved on a motion 30 
and seconded by Ms. Jackson and Ms. Gregory, respectively: 31 

 32 
 April 13, 2020 Legislative Session Minutes 

 April 20, 2020 Work Session Minutes 

 

RESOLUTIONS – presented by City Administrator Julia Glanz 33 
 34 

 Resolution No. 3029a- to purchase improved real property, located at 319 Truitt Street 35 

from DEVRECO, LLC for use as the Truitt Street Community Center 36 
 37 
     Ms. Jackson moved, Ms. Blake seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve 38 
 Resolution No.3029a.  39 
 40 
    Due to a numbering error, this resolution has been listed as Resolution No. 3029“a” to 41 
   differentiate it from the same numbered resolution approved on the April 13, 2020 Legislative 42 
   agenda. 43 
 44 
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 Resolution No. 3030- repealing Resolution No.2741 and to approve an updated City policy 45 

to grant a partial credit to water account holders when they have experienced an unusually 46 
high water bill due to a leak or other non-beneficial use of water 47 

 48 

     Mr. Boda moved, Ms. Jackson seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve 49 
 Resolution No. 3030. 50 
 51 
 Resolution No. 3031- to approve the City’ Action Plan for Community Development Block 52 

Grant (CDBG) funds for CDBG Program Year 2020 53 
 54 

Ms. Blake moved, Ms. Gregory seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve  55 
  Resolution No. 3031. 56 

 57 

ORDINANCES – presented by City Attorney Mark Tilghman  58 
             59 

 Ordinance No. 2587- 2nd reading- to amend Chapter 5.32, Transient Merchants & Mobile 60 

Vendors, to remove the terms Hawkers & Peddlers, and to update the licensing process 61 

 62 

Mr. Boda moved, Ms. Blake seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve Ordinance 63 

No. 2587 for second reading. 64 

 65 

 Ordinance No. 2588- 2nd reading- to reallocate 2012 bond proceeds 66 

 67 

Ms. Jackson moved, Ms. Blake seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve 68 

Ordinance No. 2588 for second reading. 69 

 70 

 Ordinance No. 2589- 2nd reading- to approve the agreement with Delmarva Power for EV 71 

Charging Stations 72 

 73 

Ms. Blake moved, Mr. Boda seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve Ordinance 74 

No. 2589 for second reading. 75 

 76 

 Ordinance No. 2590- 2nd reading- to approve a budget amendment for the Mt. Hermon 77 

Road Sewer Extension 78 

 79 

Ms. Jackson moved, Ms. Gregory seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve 80 

Ordinance No. 2590 for second reading. 81 

 82 

 Ordinance No. 2591- 1st reading- authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with 83 

the Maryland Department of General Services for the purpose of accepting grant funds in 84 

the amount of $100,000 and approving a budget amendment to appropriate the grant funds 85 

for the City to purchase property located at 319 Truitt Street from DEVRECO, LLC 86 

 87 



 

April 27, 2020 Legislative Session 

  Approved: April 27, 2020 

  3 | P a g e  

Ms. Jackson moved, Mr. Boda seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve Ordinance 88 

No. 2591 for first reading. 89 

 90 

 Ordinance No. 2593- 1st reading- appropriating the necessary funds for the operation of the 91 

government and administration of the City of Salisbury, Maryland for the period July 1, 92 

2020 to June 30, 2021, establishing the levy for the General Fund for the same fiscal period 93 

and establishing the appropriation for the Water and Sewer, Parking Authority, City 94 

Marina, and Storm Water Funds 95 

 96 

Ms. Jackson moved, Mr. Boda seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve Ordinance 97 

No. 2593 for first reading. 98 

 99 

Mr. Tilghman reported the Public Hearings on the budget would be held on May 11, 2020. 100 

 101 

Mayor Day shared that there were no superfluous requests by staff. It was obviously a tight 102 

budget, but not because they wanted it that way. He lauded Keith Cordrey and his team in 103 

Finance, City Administrator Julia Glanz, and Public Information Officer Chris Demone for 104 

their work on the proposed budget. He also said he appreciated Council’s questions, 105 

comments, and feedback. 106 

 107 

 Ordinance No. 2594- 1st reading- to establish that there is no rate change for Water and 108 

Sewer rates. It is effective for all bills dated October 1, 2020 and thereafter unless and until 109 

subsequently revised or changed 110 

 111 

Mr. Boda moved, Ms. Gregory seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve 112 

Ordinance No. 2594 for first reading. 113 

 114 

 Ordinance No. 2595- 1st reading- to set fees for FY2021 and thereafter unless and until 115 

subsequently revised or changed 116 

 117 

Ms. Jackson moved, Ms. Blake seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve 118 

Ordinance No. 2595 for first reading. 119 

 120 

Mayor Day said that all of the fees were self-explanatory, and the last time Landlord 121 

Licensing and Unit Registration fees increased was four (4) years ago. He added that the 122 

two (2) fees that did not pay for themselves were Landlord Licensing and trash removal. 123 

 124 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 125 
 126 
One member of the Public requested to speak to ensure the Mayor and Council received the letters 127 

from Salisbury Area Property Owners Association (SAPOA) regarding the licensing fees. 128 
 129 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 130 
 131 
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Closing comments from the Mayor and Council included the following: 132 

 133 

 Mayor Day said he was surprised at the calls to municipal and state officials, as everyone 134 
currently was struggling. The City would always be willing to work with constituents. 135 

 Mr. Boda suggested they could discuss long term plans on the fees, which could possibly 136 
increase over two (2) or three (3) years.  137 

 Ms. Jackson was sad that leases were being terminated due to non-payment of rent. She 138 
implored everyone to try to pay their bills, as she did not want families to become homeless. 139 

 Ms. Blake said that it was unfortunate that one rotten apple could spoil the basket. Salisbury 140 
was a very kind City and a lot of people were stepping up to help others. 141 

 Ms. Gregory reiterated how disturbing it was that leases were being terminated during this 142 
pandemic, and asked landlords to find a way to make it work. 143 

 Mr. Heath remarked that the Blood Bank still needed donations of blood, and reminded 144 
everyone to wear their masks when they were in public. 145 

 146 
ADJOURNMENT 147 
 148 

With no further business to discuss, the Legislative Session adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 149 
 150 

 151 
_______________________________ 152 
City Clerk 153 

 154 
_______________________________ 155 

Council President 156 
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CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND 1 

 2 

SPECIAL MEETING via ZOOM MAY 4, 2020 3 

 4 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS PRESENT 5 

 6 

Council Vice President Muir Boda    Mayor Jacob R. Day 7 

Councilwoman Angela M. Blake    Councilwoman Michele Gregory 8 

Councilwoman April Jackson  9 

 10 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS ABSENT 11 

 12 

Council President John “Jack” R. Heath  13 

 14 

IN ATTENDANCE 15 

 16 

City Administrator Julia Glanz, Deputy City Administrator Andy Kitzrow, Infrastructure & 17 

Development (DID) Director Amanda Pollack, Housing & Community Development Director 18 

Everett Howard, Grants Manager Deborah Stam, City Clerk Kimberly Nichols, City Attorney 19 

Mark Tilghman, and interested City employees and citizens. 20 

****************************************************************************** 21 

The City Council convened in a Special Meeting via Zoom on May 4, 2020. Vice President Boda 22 

called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. followed by a moment of silent meditation. 23 

 24 

ADOPTION OF LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 25 

 26 

Ms. Jackson moved, Ms. Blake seconded and the vote was unanimous (4-0 vote) to approve the 27 

Special Meeting agenda as presented.  28 

 29 

ORDINANCE – presented by City Attorney Mark Tilghman 30 

 31 

Ordinance No. 2591- 2nd reading- authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement    32 

with the Maryland Department of General Services for the purposes of accepting grant 33 

funds in the amount of $100,000 and approving a budget amendment to appropriate the 34 

grant funds for the City of Salisbury to purchase property at 319 Truitt Street from 35 

DEVRECO, LLC 36 

 37 

Ms. Blake moved, Ms. Gregory seconded, and the vote was unanimous (4-0) to approve 38 

Ordinance No. 2591 for second reading. 39 

 40 

With no further business to discuss, the Special Meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m., and the 41 

regularly scheduled Work Session immediately followed. 42 
 43 

___________________________________ 44 

City Clerk 45 

 46 
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________________________________________ 47 

Council President 48 
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       CITY OF SALISBURY 1 

WORK SESSION (VIA ZOOM MEETING) 2 
MAY 4, 2020 3 

 4 
Public Officials Present 5 

 6 
Council President John “Jack” R. Heath Mayor Jacob R. Day 

Council Vice President Muir Boda Councilwoman Angela M. Blake 

Councilwoman Michele Gregory Councilwoman April Jackson           

  

In Attendance 7 
 8 

City Administrator Julia Glanz, Deputy City Administrator Andy Kitzrow, Department of 9 

Infrastructure and Development (DID) Director Amanda Pollack, Permits and Inspections Manager 10 
William Holland, City Annexation Consultant Michael Sullivan, Procurement Director Jennifer 11 

Miller, Finance Director Keith Cordrey, City Clerk Kim Nichols, City Attorney Mark Tilghman and 12 

interested citizens and City employees.  13 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 14 

On May 4, 2020 Salisbury City Council convened in a Special Meeting at 4:30 p.m via  15 

Zoom which was immediately followed by the regularly scheduled Work Session at 4:35 16 

p.m. The following is a synopsis of the topics discussed in the Work Session:    17 

 18 

Atlantic Tractor/John Deere Drive Annexation 

 19 

Permits and Inspections Manager William Holland reported Atlantic Tractor petitioned for 20 

annexation in February 2019 because they needed to connect to utilities due to their failing septic.  21 
Their attorney, Sandy McAllister sent a letter dated February 21, 2019 proposing a waiver of the 22 
inventory tax. Council considered the request but tabled the annexation until further information 23 

could be provided regarding the tax waiver. Mr. McAllister then sent a letter requesting the 24 
inventory be phased in for seven (7) years from the date of annexation.  25 

 26 
President Heath was concerned that the agreement would set a precedent, and Mr. Tilghman said 27 

that the current policy allowed for such an agreement. He asked if the City had received a copy of 28 
Atlantic Tractor’s lease and commitment to the property, and they had not. Mr. McAllister said the 29 
lease was not yet renewed because the position with the City remained uncertain. Mayor Day said 30 
that nothing was precedent setting with annexations and the City could change the agreements. 31 
 32 

Mr. Boda thought they struck a balance in the agreement and was interested in knowing Atlantic 33 
Tractor’s long-term commitment to the property.  34 

 35 
Mr. Sullivan reported on the costs incurred by the City and the revenues to the City from the 36 
annexation. The annexation would go to the Planning Commission for zoning recommendations.  37 
 38 
Council reached unanimous consensus to advance the annexation. 39 

 40 

Sale of 1141 S. Division Street 41 

 42 
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Procurement Director Jennifer Miller reported the City received an offer of $16,000 from Blair 43 

Rinnier of Rinnier Development Company in April 2020 to purchase the City-owned parcel of land 44 
located at 1141 S. Division Street. The 18,000 sq. foot parcel was appraised for $16,000 by W.R. 45 

McCain. It was declared surplus by City Council on July 8, 2019 and was advertised for sale by the 46 
City three times in September 2019 with no offers received by the October 28, 2019 due date. She 47 
discussed § SC16-3.A.6, “General Policy of Competitive Bidding; Exceptions” of the Charter. 48 
Competitive bidding procedures are not necessary or appropriate when public bidding fails to 49 
produce a proposal acceptable to the Council and the City receives an acceptable proposal within 50 

six months. It was the Mayor’s recommendation to proceed with the sale to Mr. Rinnier.    51 
 52 
Council reached unanimous consensus to advance the sale of the parcel to legislative agenda.  53 
 54 

Eliminating the City’s maximum real property tax rate 55 
 56 
City Administrator Julia Glanz reported § SC-7-35 specified the maximum tax rate of .76 per $100 57 

valuation for all general purposes other than servicing bonds. The maximum tax was an arbitrary 58 

figure. The charter change should go into effect before the FY21 budget adoption in time to comply 59 
with the requirement that the change would not become effective until fifty (50) days from its 60 
adoption. In FY21, the existing debt service on bonds will decline and reduce the max tax rate 61 

allowed, and real property assessments will rise resulting in exceeding the existing maximum tax 62 
rate even if the FY20 tax rates were maintained and not increased. If the maximum tax rate was not 63 

removed, they would continually have to revisit the subject. 64 
  65 
Finance Director Keith Cordrey said this would repeatedly come up. The maximum tax could be 66 

calculated multiple ways and if the City continued with the ambiguous rate, we would not know 67 

whether we were in compliance or not.  68 
 69 
President Heath thought this would take the guess work out of it. Mr. Boda questioned it since the 70 

current tax rate was actually more than .76 and Mayor Day explained it was for budgeted funds less 71 
debt service. Former Mayor Tilghman and City Administrator John Pick had recommended 72 

eliminating the max real property tax rate about fifteen years ago, but Council increased the rate. 73 
 74 

Council reached unanimous consensus (4-0, as President Heath was experiencing wifi difficulty and 75 
had been dropped from the Zoom call) to advance the charter amendment to legislative agenda.  76 
  77 

Elections budget amendment discussion 78 
 79 

Mrs. Nichols reported Wicomico County Elections Director Anthony Gutierrez informed her the 80 
County Local Board of Elections had voted to not send a letter to the County and instead to send a 81 

letter to County Administration telling them the City might be contacting them about reducing the 82 
amount the City owed the County for payroll for County employees working on the City election.   83 
 84 
After discussion, Council reached consensus to advance the budget amendment to legislative 85 
agenda. Ms. Blake thought they should send the letter to request a reduction.  86 

 87 

Lowering the speed limit on Stonegate 88 

 89 
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Ms. Blake reported the current speed limit in Stonegate was 30 miles per hour (mph), but the HOA 90 

wanted it lowered to 25 mph. Mayor Day said that the Vision Zero Task Force would be reporting 91 
and making recommendations for Citywide reductions in speed limits.  92 

 93 
The reduction in speed was supported unanimously by Council. 94 
  95 

Council comments 96 
 97 

Ms. Jackson asked everyone to be safe and social distance, and to take the pandemic seriously. 98 
 99 
Ms. Blake reminded those who could donate blood to do so and asked everyone to check on 100 
neighbors and friends.  101 
 102 

Ms. Gregory asked everyone to take the pandemic seriously and said it was too soon to open things 103 
up. Stay home and stay safe.  104 

 105 

President Heath said to donate blood and to be safe.  106 
 107 
Mr. Boda said to be safe and to donate blood. He also asked everyone to support local restaurants.  108 

 109 

Adjournment 110 
 111 
With no further business to discuss, the Work Session adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 112 
 113 

____________________________________ 114 

City Clerk 115 
 116 
_____________________________________ 117 

Council President 118 
 119 

 120 
 121 

 122 
  123 



 

 

 

 
To: Julia Glanz, City Administrator 
From:  Amanda Pollack, P.E., Director of Infrastructure and Development 
Date: May 6, 2020 
Re:  Airport Water Main Agreement 
             
 
Wicomico County is preparing to construct a water main to serve the Salisbury-Ocean City-Wicomico 
Regional Airport.  The County is requesting to connect to the City of Salisbury’s municipal water 
distribution system on Walston Switch Road near Choptank Electric.  The project consists of a water 
distribution system including 16,100 linear feet 12-inch water main and 8,025 linear feet 8-inch water 
main; gate valves; fire hydrants; 20 water meters, meter pits and services; Chlorine chemical feed booster 
station with associated instrumentation and electrical controls; and road restoration and paving. 
 
Attached is an Agreement between the City and County that outlines ownership, acceptance of the system 
and construction responsibilities.  This agreement was discussed at a City Council work session on 
February 3, 2020.  The County received a loan from the State of Maryland through the Water Quality 
Financing Administration.  The County will own the water system while the loan is active and will transfer 
ownership to the City after the loan is paid off.  The term of the loan is 20 years.  The City will operate and 
maintain the system during the period when the County owns the water system, as if it were City facilities. 
 
It was important for the City to operate the system since it ties into our water system and especially 
because there is a chlorine booster station.  Incorrect dosing of chlorine could impact other customers, so 
it is critical that the City maintains responsibility for operation.  The long run of water main is not looped 
and will require frequent flushing to maintain acceptable water quality.  Per the Agreement, the flushing 
connection will be metered and the City will bill the County on a quarterly basis for water used for flushing. 
 
The construction of the water main will begin in Spring 2020.  The City has waived inspection fees for this 
project because the County has hired a 3rd party inspection company to provide full time inspection.  The 
City has reviewed the scope of work for this contract and finds it acceptable.  The City attended the pre-
construction meeting and will attend all progress meetings during construction. 
 
Unless you or the Mayor has further questions, please forward a copy of this memo, Agreement and 
Resolution to the City Council. 
 



RESOLUTION NO.   3032 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND TO 3 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH 4 

WICOMICO COUNTY TO PROVIDE MUNICIPAL WATER SERVICE TO 5 

THE SALISBURY-OCEAN CITY-WICOMICO REGIONAL AIRPORT. 6 

 7 

 WHEREAS, the Salisbury-Ocean City-Wicomico Regional Airport seeks to obtain 8 

municipal water service to expand their operations and attract industry associated with the 9 

Airport; and 10 

 11 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Salisbury supports the extension of 12 

municipal water service to the Salisbury-Ocean City-Wicomico Regional Airport; and 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, Wicomico County has contracted for the design and construction of the 15 

water system to serve the Airport; and 16 

 17 

WHEREAS, Wicomico County has secured funding and is responsible to pay the 18 

loan associated with the construction of the water system; and 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, the attached Agreement defines the responsibilities of each party in 21 

regard to the water system. 22 

 23 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Salisbury, 24 

Maryland does hereby authorize the Mayor to sign the attached Agreement with Wicomico 25 

County to provide water service to the Airport, in accordance with the terms contained in 26 

the attached Agreement and such other terms negotiated and approved by the City Solicitor. 27 

 28 

THIS RESOLUTION was introduced and duly passed at a meeting of the Council 29 

of the City of Salisbury, Maryland held on _____________, 2020 and is to become 30 

effective immediately upon adoption. 31 

 32 

ATTEST: 33 

 34 

 35 

__________________________  ____________________________ 36 

Kimberly R. Nichols    John R. Heath 37 

CITY CLERK     PRESIDENT, City Council 38 

 39 

 40 

APPROVED by me this ______ day of ____________, 2020 41 

 42 

 43 

__________________________ 44 

Jacob R. Day 45 

MAYOR, City of Salisbury 46 



















































































































































 

 

 
 

 

 

 

To: City Council 

From: Julia Glanz, City Administrator 

Subject: Elimination of the City’s Maximum Real Property Tax Rate 

Date: April 29, 2020 

 

The max tax rate in SC7-35 of the City Charter is $.76 per $100 valuation for all general 

purposes other than for servicing bonds.  In FY21, the existing debt service on bonds declines 

thereby reducing the max tax rate allowed.  Also, in FY21 the Real Property Assessments rise.  

These conditions result in the existing max tax rate exceeded in FY21 even if the FY20 tax rates 

are maintained and not increased. 

 

The Mayor recommends that the Council eliminate the max tax rate.  The maximum tax rate is 

an arbitrary figure that we set a number of years ago and does not bear any relationship to the 

current costs to the City for service delivery to our citizens.    

 

It is important the charter change to the tax rate goes into effect in time for the adoption of the 

FY21 budget.  It is necessary for the Council to act on this charter change in time to comply with 

the requirement that the change is not effective until after fifty (50) days from when it is 

adopted.   

 



CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION NO. 2020-2 1 

 2 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY, 3 

MARYLAND BY DELETING THE MAXIMUM TAX RATE DESCRIBED IN 4 
SECTION § SC7-35 OF ARTICLE VII. 5 
 6 
 7 
WHEREAS, Section SC7-35 of the Salisbury City Charter establishes a maximum  8 

property rate of $.76 per $100 valuation for all general purposes other than for servicing bonds; 9 

and 10 
 11 
WHERAS, the City Council of the City of Salisbury has determined it is in the best 12 

interest of the citizens of Salisbury that the maximum tax rate be eliminated. 13 

 14 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Salisbury City Council, by virtue of 15 

the authority granted in Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland, Local Government Article 16 
§ 4-301 et seq. of the Annotated Code of Maryland and § SC21-1 and § SC21-2 of the Salisbury 17 

City Code, that § SC7-35 of the Salisbury City Charter is amended as follows: 18 
 19 
§ SC7-35. - Taxable property.  20 

 21 
All real and tangible personal property within the limits of the City of Salisbury, or which may 22 

have a situs there by reason of the residence of the owner therein, shall be subject to taxation for 23 
municipal purposes, and the assessment for said purpose shall be the same as that for state and 24 
county purposes. [[The Mayor and Council of Salisbury shall not tax property for all 25 

general purposes other than servicing bonds at a rate greater than seventy-six cents ($0.76) 26 

on each one hundred dollars ($100.) of assessed valuation.]] 27 
 28 

EXPLANATION: 29 
 30 
* ITALICIZED AND UNDERLINED PRINT INDICATES MATERIAL ADDED TO 31 

EXISTING LAW. 32 
 Deleted material from the existing Charter is indicated by bold double bracketed [[ ]] 33 

language. 34 
 35 
 AND IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED THAT in accordance with Maryland Annotated 36 
Code, Local Government Article, Subsection 4-304, the Mayor and/or the City Clerk, who are 37 

authorized to act as outlined below, shall: 38 
 39 

a. Post a complete and exact copy of this Charter Amendment at the City Government 40 

Building, for at least forty (40) days after the passage of this Resolution; and 41 
 42 

b. Advertise a fair summary of this Resolution, which is deemed by the City Council to 43 
be the title of this Resolution, once per week for four (4) weeks in a newspaper of 44 
general circulation within the City of Salisbury beginning immediately after the 45 
passage of this Resolution. 46 



 47 

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Salisbury City Council that the title of 48 
this Resolution shall be deemed a fair summary of the amendments provided for herein for 49 
publication and all other purposes; 50 

 51 
AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Salisbury City Council that this 52 

Resolution shall take effect fifty (50) days from and after the date of its final passage and that its 53 
provisions shall be implemented on the ____ day of ______________, 2020, subject to the right 54 
of referendum. The City Clerk, on behalf of the Mayor, is hereby directed to proceed with the 55 

posting and publication of this Resolution, and the sending of information concerning the charter 56 
amendments provided for herein to the Maryland Department of Legislative Services pursuant to 57 
the requirements of the Maryland Annotated Code, Local Government Article, Subsection 4-304. 58 

 59 

This Resolution was introduced, read and passed at a meeting of the Salisbury City 60 
Council held on the ______ day of _____________, 2020. 61 

 62 
ATTEST: 63 

 64 
 65 
Kimberly R. Nichols,      John R. Heath, President 66 

City Clerk       Council of the City of Salisbury 67 
 68 

 69 
Publish:__________ 70 
  __________ 71 

  __________ 72 

  __________ 73 































































































   

                           

                                                                       

MEMORANDUM  

 
 

 

 

TO:  City Council   

FROM:  Kim Nichols, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: Budget Amendment for Elections 

DATE:  March 6, 2020 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Upon completion of the 2019 Elections process, the Clerks Office received the attached final 

invoice from the Wicomico County Board of Elections on December 11, 2019 in the amount of 

$26,171.19.  

 

The billed amount on Page 1 for services provided by staff on Wicomico County time was 

$20,552.14. Our estimate for that amount, received on February 5, 2019, was $4,500. As there 

are funds in the Elections accounts totaling $9,623, a budget amendment in the amount of 

$16,550 is necessary in order to pay the invoice. 

 

 

    









ORDINANCE NO. 2592 1 
 2 
 3 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY APPROVING AN AMENDMENT OF 4 
THE FY 2020 GENERAL FUND BUDGET TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS NEEDED TO COVER 5 
THE SHORTFALL IN THE NOVEMBER 2019 ELECTIONS BUDGET  6 

 7 

WHEREAS, the City Clerks Office received an estimate from the Wicomico County Board 8 

of Elections to administer and conduct the November 5, 2019 City of Salisbury Elections; and   9 
  10 
WHEREAS, the invoiced amount for Services Provided by Staff on Wicomico County Time 11 

was for significantly more than the estimate received from the Wicomico County Board of 12 
Elections. 13 

 14 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY  THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 15 
SALISBURY, MARYLAND THAT THE City’s Fiscal Year 2020 General Fund Budget be and 16 
hereby is amended as follows: 17 
 18 

1) Increase Current Surplus Available (01000- 469810) by $16,550 19 
 20 

1) Increase Elections by $16,550 21 

 22 
THIS ORDINANCE was introduced and read at a meeting of the Council of the City of 23 

Salisbury held on this _____ day of May 2020, and thereafter, a statement of the substance of the 24 
Ordinance having been published as required by law, was finally passed by the Council on the ____ 25 
day of May, 2020. 26 
 27 
 28 
ATTEST: 29 
 30 
 31 
___________________________________  __________________________________ 32 
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk   John R. Heath, President 33 

Salisbury City Council 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 
 38 
APPROVED BY ME THIS ____ day of _______, 2020. 39 
 40 
 41 
________________________________________ 42 
Jacob R. Day, Mayor 43 
 44 


