ORDINANCE NO. 2663

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY TO AMEND CHAPTER 15.26
RENTAL OF RESIDENTIAL PREMISES OF THE SALISBURY CITY CODE BY
DELETING SUBSECTION 15.26.035 RENT INCREASES BARRED DURING
STATES OF EMERGENCY.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury desire to update the City of Salisbury
Municipal Code; and,

WHEREAS, a State of Emergency was declared by Governor Hogan on March 5, 2020 due to the
pandemic known as COVID-19; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Hogan has issued multiple executive orders in an attempt to reduce the
spread of COVID-19, resulting in the shut-down or slow-down of multiple businesses in the State of
Maryland; and,

WHEREAS, due to the high unemployment rate which was in effect during the COVID-19
pandemic, the Council of the City of Salisbury enacted Ordinance No. 2599 which amended Chapter 15.26
of the City of Salisbury Municipal Code to add provisions prohibiting landlords from increasing rent and
rental fees during a State of Emergency; and,

WHEREAS, since Ordinance No. 2599 was enacted, economic conditions in the City of Salisbury
have improved and the City of Salisbury has not taken any action to enforce the prohibition on increases to
rent and/or rental fees provided in Chapter 15.26.035 of the City of Salisbury Municipal Code; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury has concluded that it is in the best
interests of the City of Salisbury to rescind the amendments to Chapter 15.26 of the City of Salisbury
Municipal Code enacted under Ordinance No. 2599, by deleting the provisions contained in Chapter
15.26.035 of the City of Salisbury Municipal Code, for the purpose of removing the prohibition on increases
to rent and/or rental fees during a State of Emergency; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, be it enacted and ordained by the Council of the City of Salisbury, that
Chapter 15.26 of the City of Salisbury Municipal Code be and is hereby amended by repealing Chapter
15.26.035 in its entirety by deleting the crossed-out language as follows:

Section 1.
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BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SALISBURY, as follows:

Section 2. It is the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury that each provision of
this Ordinance shall be deemed independent of all other provisions herein.

Section 3. It is further the intention of the Mayor and Council of the City of Salisbury that if any
section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid,
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable under applicable Maryland or federal law, such adjudication
shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudged and all other
provisions of this Ordinance shall remain and shall be deemed valid and enforceable.

Section 4. The recitals set forth hereinabove are incorporated into this section of the Ordinance as if
such recitals were specifically set forth at length in this Section 4.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage.

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced and read at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of
Salisbury held on the 26" day of April, 2021 and thereafter, a statement of the substance of the Ordinance
having been published as required by law, in the meantime, was finally passed by the Council of the City
of Salisbury on the 10" day of May, 2021.

ATTEST:
| | Wh a At
%{4}1’ Aty R, 2 \WYNA ¥ ’ﬁ’ %/
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk John R. (f\jfath, City Council President
Approved by me, this 11 day of May ,2021.

Julia’Glanz,/City Administrator
for and at the direction of Jacob R. Day, Mayor

Page 3



| City of

} Sahsbu

Jacob R. Day, Mayor

To: City Council
From: Julia Glanz, City Administrator
Subject: Repeal Rental Increase Freeze During State of Emergency

Date: April 14, 2021

A State of Emergency was declared by Governor Hogan on March 5, 2020 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. On June 1, 2020, Ordinance 2599 was passed into law prohibiting increases to rent and
rental fees during the length of the State of Emergency in the City of Salisbury. After discussion
with City Council, Administration is recommending to rescind the prohibition on increases to rent
and rental fees during a State of Emergency. Economic and health conditions have improved and it

is now in the best interest of the City to allow for this protection to be removed.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Office of the Mayor
125 N. Division St., #304 Sallsbur MD 21801
410-548-3100 (fax) 410- 548 3102
www.salisbury.md
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