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VZSBY   Cities that have Adopted VZ



VZSBY    What is Vision Zero?

Å Vision Zero is a strategy to eliminate all traffic fatalities and 
severe injuries, while increasing safe, healthy, equitable 
mobility for all. First implemented in Sweden in the 1990s, 
Vision Zero has proved successful across Europe ñand now itõs 
gaining momentum in major American cities . 

(courtesy Vision Zero Network)

Vision Zero is not a slogan, not a 

tagline, not even just a program. It is a 

fundamentally different way to 

approach traffic safety.



VZSBY The Current Problem

ÅEach year, more than 40,000 people are 
needlessly killed on American streets. 

ÅWhile often referred to as òaccidents,ó the 
reality is that we can prevent these 
tragedies by taking a proactive, preventative 
approach that prioritizes traffic safety

ÅBecause Pedestrians and Cyclists fear for 
their safety on our streets, there is no true 
freedom of mobility



VZSBY Vision Zero vs. Traditional Approach



VZSBY Vision Zero Core Beliefs

ÅRecognizes that people make mistakes, and that mistakes should 
not be fatal

ÅSpeed is the number one factor in death (or serious injury) vs. 
survival

ÅòSystemic Safetyó- Places the responsibility of safety on the 
system as a whole and not the individual

ÅEncourages the formation of a multidisciplinary team to set and 
enact safety improvements and measures ðEngineers, Planners, 
Police, Fire, Community Organizers etcé



VZSBY What Does this mean for Salisbury

Å MDOT-MHSO has asked each County to create a 

Strategic Highway Safety Plan to move toward the 

Stateõs òToward Zero Deathsó Goal. Wicomico 

County has DECLINED. 

Å Salisbury, as the only urban area in Wicomico 

County, has a vital interest in pedestrian and cyclist 

safety, but also needs to allow for large numbers of 

daily commuters who work or shop, but do not live 

in, the City

ÅSalisburyõs growing Bike and Pedestrian networks 

are incompatible with high speed highways, 

arterials and collectors



VZSBY How does VZ fit in with City Plans?

ÅMandates speed reduction and traffic calming

ÅPrioritizes prevention of crashes via design methods ðBike Lanes, bulb-
out etcé

ÅRecognizes that some crashes are inevitable and uses òforgiving designó 
to ensure that crashes are not fatal

ÅPrioritizes Pedestrian and Cyclists safety especially in low -moderate 
income areas

ÅHas a standard set of engineering best practices (NACTO guides) and 
consultants are beginning to specialize in Vision Zero implementation

ÅIs a time-tested and data -supported system to reduce traffic fatalities



The first year of the Vision Zero initiative in New York is on to a promising start. The chart

above summarize Year One, when Vision Zero was getting started, and provide comparisons to prior years. 

The City will continue to refine its strategies and develop new tactics in order to accelerate its progress 

towards its goal of eliminating fatalities and serious injuries on City streets.


