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Salisbury Historic District Commission
 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 

Meeting Date: May 22, 2019 
 
Case Number:     18-51 
 
Commission Considering: Siding/ Railings  
 
Owner’s Name: AKB Rentals LLC  
Owner’s Address: 243 W Main St  
 Salisbury, MD 21801 
  
Applicant Name: AKB Rentals LLC  
 
Agent/Contractor:     Not Indicated 
 
Subject Property Address: 705 Camden Avenue 
 
Historic District:      Camden Historic District   
 
Use Category:     Residential 
 
Zoning Classification:     
 
Structure / Site Description: 

Built Date:     1925 
Enclosed Area:    1,344 SF 
Lot Size:     5,800 SF 
Number of Stories:    2 

 
Contributing Structure: TBD 
 
Wicomico County Historic Survey on file:  No 
    
Nearby Properties on County Survey:  Yes 
Including but not limited to: 
 700 Camden Avenue -Margaret S. Murphy House 
 710 Camden Avenue – Olivia C. Oliphant House 
 716 Camden Avenue- Holmes Home, Trinity M. E. Church Parsonage 
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Relevant Historic, Archeological and Architectural Significant Features of the 
Surrounding Area: 
 
The property in question is located in the Camden Heights Historic District. The majority 
of the structures in the surrounding area which includes Middle Blvd, South Blvd, Smith 
Street and Hazel Avenue, consist of residential structures built between 1900 and the 
early 1960’s. 
 
The Historic Commission has previously approved 700, 613, and 511 Camden for 
installation of siding.  
 
Neighboring Properties which have been deemed Contributing/Non-Contributing: 
House 

# Street Name Hearing 
Date Contributing Non-

Contributing 

 
Explanation of Request: The applicant is requesting the Salisbury Historic District 
Commission approve their request to replace the siding with vinyl also to remove existing 
columns and replace with fiberglass columns that match the existing. 
 
Areas of Historic Guidelines to be considered: 
 
GUIDELINES FOR UNIVERSAL PROPERTIES 
 
Guideline 12: Preserve Historic Wood Siding 

a. Maintain and preserve existing wood siding. Keep paint intact to preserve 
wood features. 
b. Repair damaged wood siding by replacing in-kind only the affected boards or 
shingles. Keep 
sound material in place. 
c. Do not replace sound historic siding material with new materials for the sake of 
convenience. 

Guideline 13: Match Existing or Historic Siding 
a. Where full-scale siding replacement is necessary, match the historic or 
existing siding on the building. Keep the details (width of wood boards, shingle 
size, corner and seam details, etc.) consistent with the historic appearance. 
b. When replacing non-historic siding that was inappropriately applied, chose an 
appropriate replacement that is consistent with buildings of the type, period, and 
architectural style. 
c. Do not cover historically uncovered masonry surfaces with siding. Siding 
applied to masonry surfaces has the potential to hold moisture and cause 
damage to the underlying wall. 
 

Guideline 14: Synthetic Siding 

501 Camden Avenue 3/28/12 X  
511 Camden Avenue  10/28/2015 X  
700  Camden Avenue  7/25/2018 X  
711  Camden Avenue  3/24/2010 X  
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Synthetic siding describes a siding product not made from natural materials. Vinyl, 
asphalt, and fiber cement board are the most commonly found synthetic siding types. 

a. The use of new synthetic siding may be approved on a case by case basis if 
one or more of the following conditions are met. 
b. Historic decorative details should not be removed or covered by synthetic 
siding. These details include but are not limited to cornices, window hoods, 
moldings, eaves, decorative shingles, and trim. 
c. Synthetic siding may not be applied over historically uncovered masonry walls. 

 
Guideline 55: Restore Historic Porch Features 

a. Maintain the historic porch or stoop when feasible. Keep wooden surfaces 
painted and keep up with general maintenance. 
b. If repair or rehabilitation is necessary, keep as much of the historic materials in 
place as possible. Maintain the porch’s design, proportion, and ornament to the 
greatest extent possible. 
c. Replace missing porch posts and railings where necessary. Match the size, 
shape, profile, proportion, and spacing to the original features. 
d. Use of synthetic replacement materials may be allowed if the new material 
closely approximates the size, scale, texture, and overall appearance of the 
historic feature. 

 
Guideline 56: Replacement Porches 

a. If porch replacement is necessary in whole or in part, reconstruct it to match 
the historic porch in size, scale, and overall design. Where possible, detail and 
ornamentation should be replicated. 
b. Use the same or similar materials wherever feasible. 
c. Avoid applying decorative elements that are not appropriate to the style of the 
dwelling. Whenever possible, choose accurate details based on historic 
photographs or similar properties of the same period and style. 

 
Evaluation Criteria:  

Pursuant to Section 17.52.040 A & B of the Salisbury Zoning Code, it is the duty 
of the Historic District Commission to review all applications to construct, alter, 
reconstruct, move or demolish any structure within a Historic District whenever 
the exterior appearance of such structure is affected, and to approve or reject said 
application.  In reviewing an application and plans, the Commission should give 
consideration to review criteria, and may make a determination as to which of 
said Criteria are applicable.   

Staff Findings Prepared By: Jessica Budd 
Infrastructure and Development 
125 N Division Street, Suite 202 

Salisbury, MD 21801 
(410) 548-3170 

Date: May 22, 2019 






