
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SALISBURY CITY COUNCIL 

WORK SESSION AGENDA 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

APRIL 1, 2019 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

GOVERNMENT OFFICE BUILDING 

   

   4:30 p.m.  Resolution in opposition to offshore drilling‐ Department of Infrastructure & 
Development Director Amanda Pollack 

   
4:45 p.m.  Resolution to adopt Vision Zero and establish a task force‐ Department of Infrastructure & 

Development Director Amanda Pollack 
   

5:25 p.m.  Council discussion 
   

    5:30 p.m.  Adjournment 
 

Times shown are approximate. Council reserves the right to adjust the agenda as circumstances warrant.  
The Council reserves the right to convene in Closed Session as permitted under the Annotated Code of Maryland 3‐305(b). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Posted 3/27/19 
 





RESOLUTION NO. _______ 1	
 2	

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND IN OPPOSITION 3	
TO OFFSHORE SEISMIC TESTING AND DRILLING FOR OIL AND GAS.  4	
 5	
 WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury, Maryland was designated a Sustainable 6	
Maryland community in 2016; and 7	
 8	
 WHEREAS, scientific study has proven that seismic air gun blasting, to explore 9	
for oil and gas deposits, disrupts and displaces marine life and threatens our coastal 10	
wetlands in Maryland, which are of intrinsic ecological value for numerous diverse 11	
species, serve as essential nursery habitats for recreational and commercially important 12	
fisheries, and act as natural buffers from storm surges and hurricanes; and 13	
 14	
 WHEREAS, offshore oil and gas drilling and exploration places coastal 15	
communities at economic and ecological risk from oil spills and the pollution brought by 16	
routine drilling operations and on shore industrialization, threatening the livelihoods of 17	
commercial and recreational fisherman and small businesses that rely on a clean and 18	
healthy ocean and beaches for a thriving tourism industry; and 19	
 20	
 WHEREAS, offshore drilling may require significant onshore infrastructure, such 21	
as pipelines and refineries, which would harm the character of Maryland’s coastline, 22	
perpetuate our ties to carbon pollution, and exacerbate wetland loss, storm surge, and sea 23	
level rise impacts; and  24	
 25	
 WHEREAS, tourism that is related to the appreciation of our natural coastline and 26	
historical environment is a major economic force in the region; and  27	
 28	
 WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury, Maryland endeavors to be a good steward of 29	
the State’s environment and its resources.  30	
 31	
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SALISBURY CITY 32	
COUNCIL that the City opposes offshore oil and gas drilling, and exploration activities, 33	
including air gun blasting, in the mid-Atlantic Ocean adjacent to Maryland’s coastline.  34	
 35	
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE SALISBURY CITY COUNCIL 36	
that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Governor, Maryland’s 1st Congressional 37	
District House and Senate Delegations to the 116th Congress, the President of the 38	
Maryland Senate, and the Maryland House Speaker.  39	
 40	

THE ABOVE RESOLUTION was introduced, read and passed at the regular 41	
meeting of the Council of the City of Salisbury held on this ____ day of ___________, 42	
2019 and is to become effective immediately upon adoption. 43	
 44	
ATTEST: 45	
 46	



             47	
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk   John R. Heath, President 48	
       Salisbury City Council 49	
APPROVED BY ME THIS: 50	
 51	
  day of    , 2019 52	
 53	
      54	
Jacob R. Day, Mayor 55	
 56	
 57	



MARYLAND 
Opposition to Seismic Blasting and Offshore Drilling  

 

 

East Coast opposition 
 
More than 330 municipalities and over 2,100 elected local, state and federal officials have formally 
opposed offshore oil and gas drilling and seismic airgun blasting, including over 240 along the Atlantic 
Coast. Numerous fishing and tourism interests, including local chambers of commerce, tourism and 
restaurant associations, and an alliance representing over 46,000 businesses and 500,000 commercial 
fishing families from Florida to Maine, also oppose oil exploration and development in the Atlantic. 
 
Additionally, the New England, South Atlantic and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Councils, the 
Department of Defense, NASA, and the Florida Defense Support Task Force have all expressed 
concerns about the compatibility of their activities with offshore oil and gas operations.  
 
Nationwide opposition to offshore oil and gas drilling has been mounting for years.  These dirty and 
dangerous drilling proposals put at risk over 1.5 million East Coast jobs and nearly $108 billion in gross 
domestic product (GDP) that rely on healthy ocean ecosystems and a clean marine environment. In 
Maryland alone, over 96,000 jobs and roughly $6 billion in GDP depend on healthy ocean resources, 
mainly through tourism, fishing and recreation. 
 
For more information, please visit: stopthedrill.org 
 
Maryland municipalities and counties opposing seismic blasting and/or offshore drilling 
 

1. Annapolis 
2. Baltimore 
3. Berlin 
4. Crisfield 

5. Montgomery County 
6. Ocean City 
7. St. Mary’s County 
8. Worcester County 

 
Opposition from Maryland business interests 
 

• Ocean Pines Chamber of Commerce: Put out statement opposing any form of seismic testing in 
offshore waters 1/15/2019 

• Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast: Sent letter to Interior Secretary Zinke on 
behalf of more than 41,000 businesses and 500,200 commercial fishing families, urging them not 
to reconsider the 2017-2022 plan, and opposing offshore drilling and seismic blasting 4/28/17 

• Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast: Sent letter to President Obama on behalf of 
more than 35,000 businesses and 500,200 commercial fishing families from Maine to Florida, 
urging him to permanently protect the Atlantic from offshore oil and gas drilling, and to deny all 
Atlantic seismic airgun blasting permits 12/13/2016 (offshore drilling and seismic blasting) 

• Greater Ocean City, MD Chamber of Commerce: Sent letter to President Obama 12/13/2016 
(offshore drilling and seismic blasting) 

• 66 East Coast businesses: Signed letter to President Obama 12/12/2016 (offshore drilling) 
• Business Alliance for Protecting the Atlantic Coast: Sent letter to President Obama on behalf of 

more than 12,000 businesses and 400,000 commercial fishing families 10/27/2016 (offshore 
drilling and seismic blasting) 

• Ocean City, MD Hotel-Motel-Restaurant Association: Sent letter to BOEM 2/29/2016 (offshore 
drilling and seismic blasting) 

https://usa.oceana.org/publications/reports/clean-coast-economy
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/4046/maryland.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/4046/maryland.pdf
http://stopthedrill.org/
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2018_02_26_-_annapolis_md.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/baltimore_md.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/berlin_md.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/seismic_testing_resolution.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/moco_resolution.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/ocean_city_md.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/st._marys_county_md_resolution_offshore_oil_and_gas_drilling_csmc_signed.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/worcester_county_md_offshore_and_seismic_letter.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/ocean_pines_chamber_of_commerce_opposes_seismic_testing_for_offshore_drilling_wgmd.pdf
http://protectingtheatlanticcoast.org/
http://protectingtheatlanticcoast.org/business-opposition-grows-stronger-in-opposition-to-offshore-oil-exploration-and-drilling/
http://scsbc.org/letter-president-callson-permanent-protection-atlantic-coast-offshore-drilling/
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/bapac_permanent_protection_letter_to_potus_12.13.16.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/greater_ocean_city_md_chamber_of_commerce.pdf
http://environmentamerica.org/sites/environment/files/resources/SmallbusinesslettertoPresidentObama.pdf
http://scsbc.org/sign-letter-president/
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/bapac_letter_to_the_president_as_of_11._14._2016_0.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/oc_hotel_motel_restaurant_assoc_letter.pdf


MARYLAND 
Opposition to Seismic Blasting and Offshore Drilling  

 

 

• 360+ East Coast Businesses: Signed letter to President Obama 2/16/2016 (offshore drilling) 
• 280 East Coast Businesses: Signed letter to President Obama 2/3/2016 (offshore drilling and 

seismic blasting) 
• Ocean City, MD Chamber of Commerce: Sent letter to Governor Hogan 1/25/2016 (offshore 

drilling and seismic blasting) 
 
National security stakeholders 
 

• DoD Report on Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico:  
Outlines the negative impact offshore drilling in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico would have on 
military readiness activities. (05/11/2018) 

• Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance: sent letter to Secretary Zinke strongly 
opposing any offshore drilling activities that could jeopardize the military's ability to conduct 
operations and training off the coast of Virginia 1/29/2018 (offshore drilling) 

• U.S. Airforce: Sent letter to Senator Nelson 6/27/2017 (offshore drilling) 
• Office of the Under Secretary of Defense: Responded to a letter from U.S. Representative Gaetz 

(R-FL) stating that “the DoD cannot overstate the vital importance of maintaining [the Eastern 
Gulf of Mexico offshore oil and gas] moratorium” (4/26/17) 

• Florida Defense Support Task Force White Paper - Oil Drilling & Military Mission Compatibility: 
Recommended that Florida maintain a united front in supporting an extension of the current 
moratorium on drilling in the Gulf of Mexico east of the Military Mission Line 1/31/17 

• DoD Mission Compatibility Planning Assessment - BOEM 2017-2022 Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Draft Proposed Program: Outlined the large conflicting national 
security and current military operational uses in the U.S. OCS, especially the Atlantic Ocean, with 
permanent and temporary oil and gas structures 10/30/15 

• The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) commented on the 2017-2022 Five-
Year Plan Request for Information: Expressed continued concern regarding the potential 
impacts that oil and gas development of the coast of Virginia would have on the operation at 
Wallops Flight Facility 8/2014 

• Defense Secretary Rumsfeld: Sent a letter to Chairman Warner stating that offshore oil and gas 
activities within the Gulf of Mexico Military Mission Line would be incompatible with military 
activities 11/30/05 

 
Opposition from fishing interests in the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States 
 

• New England Fishery Management Council (6/29/2017), Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (4/25/2017) and South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (4/25/2017): All sent 
letters to Interior Secretary Zinke expressing concerns with the risks posed by seismic surveys 
and oil and gas development to managed resources, fisheries and coastal communities along the 
Atlantic coast. 

• Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council: Sent a letter to Interior Secretary Zinke expressing 
concerns with the risks posed by seismic surveys and oil and gas development to managed 
resources, fisheries and coastal communities along the Atlantic coast 4/25/17 

• Maryland Saltwater Sportfishing Association: Sent letter to President opposing offshore oil 
exploration and development in the Atlantic 11/10/2016 (offshore drilling and seismic blasting) 

http://www.environmentamerica.org/sites/environment/files/Feb_16_Small_businesses_against_Atlantic_drilling.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/surfrider_business_signatories_feb_3_2016-2.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/oc_chamber_of_commerce_letter.pdf
file://///dcshared/shared/Campaign%20-%20Climate/National%20Security/2018%2005%2011%20-%20DoD%20Preserving%20Military%20Readiness%20in%20the%20Eastern%20Gulf%20of%20Mexico.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2018_01_29_-_hampton_roads_military_federal_facilities_alliance_va_to_zinke.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_06_27_-_us_air_force_letter_to_sen_nelson.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017042_house_letter_to_secdef_re_gulf_drilling_moratorium_response.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/fdstf-white-paper-oil-drilling-and-military-mission-compatability.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017-2022-dod-ocs-report.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017-2022-dod-ocs-report.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/nasa_comments_2017-2022_5_year_ocs_plan_8.14.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/nasa_comments_2017-2022_5_year_ocs_plan_8.14.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/rumsfeld_letter_re_drilling.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/nefmc_letter_2017-06-29.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/mafmc_letter_2017-04-25.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/mafmc_letter_2017-04-25.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/safmc_letter_2017-04-25.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/mafmc_letter_2017-04-25.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/maryland_saltwater_sportfishing_association.pdf


MARYLAND 
Opposition to Seismic Blasting and Offshore Drilling  

 

 

• Snook and Gamefish Foundation: Sent letter to BOEM opposing offshore oil exploration in the 
Atlantic 8/30/2016 (seismic blasting) 

• 36 commercial and recreational fishing interests in the Mid-Atlantic: Sent letter to the governors 
of Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, expressing their concerns with offshore drilling and 
proposed seismic airgun blasting 3/29/2016 (offshore drilling and seismic blasting) 

• Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council: Updated and strengthened its policies to increase 
protection for fisheries and fish habitat from energy exploration and development activities for 
the species and areas the Council is charged with managing 2/17/2016 (Read the full policy) 

• Fisheries Survival Fund: Sent letter to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council expressing 
concern 8/7/2015 (offshore drilling and seismic blasting) 

• Billfish Foundation: Sent letter to BOEM 5/7/2014 (seismic blasting) 
• Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council: Sent letter to BOEM 5/2/2014 (seismic blasting) 
• International Game Fish Association: Sent letter to BOEM 5/1/2014 (seismic blasting) 

 
Opposition from Maryland elected officials and key stakeholders 
 

• 9 Attorneys General: Lead by Attorney General Frosh (MD), they announced on 12/20/2018 
that they will be intervening in the lawsuit to stop the proposed use of air guns to survey the 
Atlantic Ocean floor for oil and gas. Attorneys General from Delaware, New York, North 
Carolina, Virginia, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Maine joined the suit.  

• The Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean: sent a letter to NOAA opposing offshore 
drilling and the issuance of permits for seismic airgun blasting 12/20/2018. 

• 10 Atlantic State Governors: sent a letter to Secretaries Ross and Zinke to express their 
opposition to seismic airgun surveys and oil and gas drilling off the coast. They urged the 
Department of the Interior to deny permits for seismic airgun surveys in the Atlantic. 
12/20/2018  

• 227 state legislators representing 17 coastal states: Sent letter to Secretary Zinke opposing the 
Draft Proposed Program 3/5/2018 

• Maryland Governor Hogan and North Carolina Governor Cooper: Published joint op-ed 
demonstrating strong bipartisan opposition to Trump’s offshore drilling plan 2/2/2018 (offshore 
drilling) 

• 7 East Coast Governors: sent letter to Secretary Zinke expressing joint opposition to the 
inclusion of the Atlantic Ocean in the proposed 2019-2024 Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas 
Leasing Program 1/17/2018 (offshore drilling) 

• 7 East Coast Governors, including Maryland Governor Hogan: Sent letter to Secretary Zinke 
expressing joint opposition to the inclusion of the Atlantic Ocean in the proposed 2019-2024 
Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program 1/17/18 (offshore drilling) 

• Maryland Attorney General Brian Frosh: Submitted RFI comments strongly opposing any efforts 
to open up the Mid-Atlantic OCS lease area to oil and gas exploration and drilling 8/17/2017 

• The Maryland Department of Natural Resources: Submitted RFI comments on behalf of the 
Hogan Administration opposing offshore oil and gas drilling and expressing serious concerns 
about seismic surveys and testing in the Atlantic Ocean 8/16/2017 

• Maryland Governor Larry Hogan: Sent letter to BOEM 8/16/2017 (offshore drilling); letter of 
concern to NOAA 7/6/2017 (seismic blasting) 

http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/snook_and_gamefish_foundation.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/delmarva_watermen_signon_-_final.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/mafmc-policy_offshoreoil_2015-12-15.pdf
http://www.mafmc.org/newsfeed/2016/council-announces-policies-on-non-fishing-activities-that-threaten-fish-habitat
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/fsf_to_mafmc_planning_cte.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/billfish_foundation.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/mid_atlantic_fishery_management_council.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/international_game_fish_association.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/marylandag.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/marco.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/20181220_multistate_seismic_testing.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2018_03_05_-_227_state_legislators_to_zinke.pdf
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2018/02/02/govs-hogan-cooper-trumps-offshore-drilling-plan-is-terrible-idea-here-s-why.html
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/4046/2018_01_17_-_govs_of_md_ct_de_nc_ma_ri_va_to_zinke.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/4046/2018_01_17_-_govs_of_md_ct_de_nc_ma_ri_va_to_zinke.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_08_17_-_md_ag_frosh_rfi.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_08_16_-_md_dept_of_nat_resources_rfi.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_08_16_-_md_gov_hogan_to_boem.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_07_06_-_md_gov_hogan_to_noaa.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_07_06_-_md_gov_hogan_to_noaa.pdf


MARYLAND 
Opposition to Seismic Blasting and Offshore Drilling  

 

 

• Attorneys General of Maryland, Connecticut, Delaware, the District of Columbia, 
Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island: sent letter to 
NOAA 7/21/2017 (seismic blasting) 

• Assateague Coastal Trust, MD: Sent letter to President Obama 11/15/2016 (offshore drilling 
and seismic blasting) 

• 42 state and local elected officials from Maryland led by Senator Raskin, Delegate Lierman and 
Council Member Hucker: Sent letter to DOI 8/2/2016 (seismic blasting) 

• 70 State Legislators led by Representatives Harrison and Jones, and Senators Campsen and 
Jackson: Sent letter to DOI 7/26/2016 (seismic blasting) 

• 83 East Coast State Legislators, led by State Representative Pricey Harrison: Sent letter to 
BOEM 3/30/2015 (offshore drilling) 

• Maryland Attorney General Brian Frosh: Sent letter to BOEM 3/30/2015 (offshore drilling and 
seismic blasting) 

• 95 state and local elected officials: Submitted letter to President Obama opposing seismic 
blasting on 5/6/2014 (seismic blasting) 

• Maryland (Former) Governor Martin O'Malley: Sent letter to DOI 2/26/2014 (offshore 
drilling); Wrote an op-ed in the New York Times 2/2/2015 (offshore drilling) 

 
Congressional letters of opposition with Maryland members 
 

• 23 Senators: sent a letter, led by Senator Markey (D-MA), to Secretaries Ross and Zinke to 
express opposition to the issuance of five incidental harassment authorization (IHA) permits that 
would allow companies to conduct seismic airgun blasting surveys along the Atlantic coast.  

• 93 U.S. Representatives: sent a bipartisan letter led by Congressman Rutherford (R-FL to Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke and Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross expressing strong opposition to the 
issuance of 5 Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA) permits to companies planning to 
conduct seismic airgun blasting surveys along the Atlantic coast 12/6/2018. 

• Maryland Delegation led by Senator Cardin: Sent a bipartisan letter to Secretary Zinke and Dr. 
Cruickshank strongly opposing the Draft Proposed Program 2/27/2018 

• Maryland House Democrats: Sent letter to Maryland Governor Hogan urging him to ask Interior 

Secretary Ryan Zinke to remove MD from the Draft Proposed Program 1/19/18 (offshore 
drilling) 

• U.S. Senators Cardin and Van Hollen: Sent a letter to MD Governor Hogan urging him to request 
a Coastal Zone Management Act consultation for new seismic airgun blasting permit applications 
off the coast of Maryland 6/30/2017 

• 103 U.S. Representatives led by Reps. Rutherford (R-FL) & Beyer (D-VA): Sent a bipartisan letter 
to Interior Secretary Zinke urging him not to authorize Incidental Harassment Authorizations 
(IHAs) and deny pending seismic airgun blasting permits in the Atlantic 6/28/2017 

• 14 U.S. Senators led by Sen. Nelson (D-FL): Sent a letter to Commerce Secretary Ross opposing 
the issuance of Incidental Harassment Authorizations (IHAs) for Atlantic offshore oil and gas 
exploration, including seismic airgun blasting; and requested the agency extend the public 
comment period, and hold field hearings 6/9/2017 

• 107 U.S. Representatives led by Reps. LoBiondo (R-NJ), & Lowenthal (D-CA): Sent a bipartisan 
letter to Interior Secretary Zinke urging him not to include the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in the 
new OCS Five-Year Plan as re-initiated by President Trump’s Executive Order 5/11/2017 

http://www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov/news%20documents/IHA_seismic_testing_comments.pdf
http://www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov/news%20documents/IHA_seismic_testing_comments.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_07_21_-_md_de_dc_nc_ny_ct_ma_ri_pa_-_ags_to_noaa.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_07_21_-_md_de_dc_nc_ny_ct_ma_ri_pa_-_ags_to_noaa.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/assateague_coastal_trust_berlin_md.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/maryland_legislator_letter_-_final.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/maryland_legislator_letter_-_final.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/seismic_southeast_state_legislator_letter_-final.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/seismic_southeast_state_legislator_letter_-final.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/east_coast_state_legislator_letter_to_boem_ocs_5yr_plan.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/maryland_attorney_general_brian_frosh.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/oceana-led_elected_official_letter_opposing_seismic_testing-_95.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/omalley_letter_to_sec_jewell.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/02/opinion/dont-drill-along-the-east-coast.html?ref=opinion&_r=2
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/2018-12-11-iha_seismic_airgun_blasting_final.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/17335/zinke_ross_-_atlantic_seismic_testing_-_iha_issuance_dec_2018_final_signed.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2018_02_27_-_md_delegation_letter_to_zinke_cruickshank.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/4046/2018_01_19_-_md_delegation_to_gov._hogan.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/letter_to_governor_hogan_re_seismic_surveying_-_06_30_2017_0.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/final_signed_-_ross_noaa_-_atlantic_seismic_testing_-_july_20_2017.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_04_27_senate_letter_to_sec_zinke_on_offshore_drilling.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/lowenthal-lobo_eo_response_letter_final.pdf


MARYLAND 
Opposition to Seismic Blasting and Offshore Drilling  

 

 

• 14 U.S. Senators: Sent letter asking President Obama to permanently protect the Atlantic and 
Arctic Oceans from any future offshore oil and gas leasing 10/6/2016 (offshore drilling)  

• 74 U.S. Representatives: Sent bipartisan letter asking President Obama to permanently 
protect the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans from any future offshore oil and gas leasing 9/28/2016 
(offshore drilling) 

• U.S. Representatives Sanford (SC-1) and Connolly (VA-11): Sent bipartisan letter with 
53 colleagues urging President Obama to halt consideration of G&G permits in the Atlantic 
6/8/2016 (seismic blasting) 

• U.S. Representative Seth Moulton (D-MA): Sent a letter with 28 colleagues to Secretary of State 
John Kerry expressing serious concern over offshore oil and gas exploration and development in 
Nova Scotia waters tangential to critical U.S. fishing waters 5/19/2016 (offshore drilling and 
seismic blasting) 

• 18 U.S. Senators: Sent letter to President Obama urging the administration to refrain from 
permitting seismic blasting in the Atlantic 4/28/2016  

• 51 U.S. Representatives: Sent letter to President Obama thanking the administration for 
removing the Atlantic from consideration in the five-year plan 4/25/2016 (offshore drilling) 

• 36 U.S. Representatives: Sent bipartisan letter to DOI asking to remove the Atlantic Ocean from 
the next five-year plan 2/11/2016 (offshore drilling)  

• 10 U.S. Senators: Sent a letter to DOI asking not to issue any new leases in federal waters 
2/3/2016 (offshore drilling) 

• U.S. Representatives Scott (VA-3) and Sanford (SC-1): Sent bipartisan letter with 31 colleagues 
to BOEM asking to halt seismic testing in the Atlantic 12/14/2015 (seismic blasting) 

• 53 U.S. Representatives: Sent letter to DOI 3/9/2015 (offshore drilling)  
• 12 U.S. Senators: Sent letter to DOI 3/9/2015 (offshore drilling) 
• 8 members of Maryland's congressional delegation: Sent letter to President Obama opposing 

seismic testing 7/31/2014 
• 9 U.S. Senators: Sent letter to DOI requesting that the seismic airgun PEIS not be released 

without incorporation of the "best available science" 2/26/2014 
• 8 U.S. Senators: Sent letter to President Obama opposing seismic testing 1/30/2013 

 
National security stakeholders 
 

• U.S. Airforce: Sent letter to Senator Nelson 6/27/2017 (offshore drilling) 
• Office of the Under Secretary of Defense: Responded to a letter from U.S. Representative Gaetz 

(R-FL) stating that “the DoD cannot overstate the vital importance of maintaining [the Eastern 
Gulf of Mexico offshore oil and gas] moratorium” (4/26/17) 

• Florida Defense Support Task Force White Paper - Oil Drilling & Military Mission Compatibility: 
Recommended that Florida maintain a united front in supporting an extension of the current 
moratorium on drilling in the Gulf of Mexico east of the Military Mission Line 1/31/17 

• DoD Mission Compatibility Planning Assessment - BOEM 2017-2022 Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Draft Proposed Program: Outlined the large conflicting national 
security and current military operational uses in the U.S. OCS, especially the Atlantic Ocean, with 
permanent and temporary oil and gas structures 10/30/15 

• The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) commented on the 2017-2022 Five-
Year Plan Request for Information: Expressed continued concern regarding the potential 

http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/permanent_protection-_senate.pdf
http://pallone.house.gov/press-release/pallone-huffman-72-members-congress-send-bipartisan-letter-calling-administration
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/6_8_16_atlantic_seismic_potus.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/lettertosecretarykerry_drillingnovascotia.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/atlantic_seismic_opposition_letter_4_28_16.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/aocs_og_ty_final.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/pallone_and_35_mocs_doi_letter_2.11.16.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2.3.16_senate_no_fed_waters_leasing_letter.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/sanford_scott_boem_seismic_letter_final_signed.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/house_final_atlantic_ocs_2017-2022_program_letter_to_doi_-_3_9_2015.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/senate_eastcoastdrillingletter.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/7.31.14_md_seismic.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2.26.14_senate_dems_seismic.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/1.30.13_senate_dems_seismic.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_06_27_-_us_air_force_letter_to_sen_nelson.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017042_house_letter_to_secdef_re_gulf_drilling_moratorium_response.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/fdstf-white-paper-oil-drilling-and-military-mission-compatability.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017-2022-dod-ocs-report.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017-2022-dod-ocs-report.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/nasa_comments_2017-2022_5_year_ocs_plan_8.14.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/nasa_comments_2017-2022_5_year_ocs_plan_8.14.pdf
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impacts that oil and gas development of the coast of Virginia would have on the operation at 
Wallops Flight Facility 8/2014 

• Defense Secretary Rumsfeld: Sent a letter to Chairman Warner stating that offshore oil and gas 
activities within the Gulf of Mexico Military Mission Line would be incompatible with military 
activities 11/30/05 

 
Editorials in Maryland 
 

• Baltimore Sun: Offshore drilling is a loser 
• Baltimore Sun: Offshore Drilling- All Risk, No Reward 
• Cecil Whig: Seismic testing off coast ill-advised 
• Delmarva Now: Our view: Imposing offshore drilling on unwilling states a recipe for disaster 

 
Opposition from scientists and advocacy groups 
 

• 225 Nonprofit Organizations and Businesses: Sent letter to the U.S. House of Representatives 
opposing the pro-offshore drilling "ASTRO" Act 11/7/2017 

• 66 Nonprofit Organizations: Sent letter to U.S. House of Representatives opposing the pro-
offshore drilling "SECURE" Act 11/7/2017  

• 67 Non-Profit Organizations: Sent letter to NOAA 7/21/2017 (seismic blasting) 
• 60+ local groups: Sent letter to Rep. Mark Sanford (R-SC) in support of H.R. 2252, a bill that 

would establish a 10-year moratorium on offshore oil and gas drilling and seismic airgun blasting 
in the Atlantic, Straits of Florida, and Eastern Gulf of Mexico 6/8/2017 (offshore drilling and 
seismic blasting) 

• 38 diverse community groups: Sent letter to DOI 5/24/17 (offshore drilling and seismic blasting) 
• 50+ conservation and animal rights groups: Sent letter led by the Waterkeeper Alliance to 

President Obama urging him to permanently protect unleased U.S. waters from offshore drilling 
12/13/2016 (offshore drilling) 

• Members of the Green Group: Sent letter to the U.S. Senate urging them to vote down Senate Bill 
3110 sponsored by Senators Vitter and Cassidy 7/5/2016 (offshore drilling) 

• 30+ conservation and animal rights groups: Sent letter to BOEM urging them to redo or 
supplement the environmental impact statement for offshore oil and gas exploration in the 
Atlantic 5/26/2016 (seismic blasting) 

• 60+ conservation and animal rights groups: Sent letter to BOEM urging them to deny 
pending permits for seismic blasting now that the Atlantic has been removed from the 5-year 
plan 4/28/2016 (seismic blasting) 

• 28 leading marine biologists with specific expertise on the North Atlantic right whale: Submitted 
letter to President Obama to halt the permitting of oil and gas seismic surveys off the East Coast 
4/14/2016 (seismic blasting) 

• 48 state/regional conservation and civic groups: Sent letter to BOEM supporting their decision 
to remove the Atlantic from consideration for offshore drilling 4/11/2016 (offshore drilling) 

• 75 Leading marine scientists: Sent letter to the President urging him "to reject the Interior 
Department's analysis and its decision to introduce seismic oil and gas surveys in the 
Atlantic," 3/5/2015 (seismic blasting) 

• 163 conservation and animal rights groups: Submitted letter to President Obama opposing 
seismic blasting on 5/6/2014 (seismic blasting) 

http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/rumsfeld_letter_re_drilling.pdf
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bs-ed-0706-drilling-20170703-story.html
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/4.1.15.baltimore_sun.offshore_drilling-_all_risk_no_reward.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/8.13.14.cecil_whig._seismic_testing_off_coast_ill-advised.pdf
http://www.delmarvanow.com/story/opinion/editorials/2018/01/13/offshore-drilling-east-coast-environment/1028017001/
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/hr_4239_astro_ngo-biz_opposition_letter_11.7.17.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/oppose_secure_act_letter_to_hnr_7_nov_17_green_groups.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_07_21_-_67_ngo_sign_on_letter_to_noaa_deny_proposed_ihas.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/4046/hr_2252_letter_of_support_final.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2252?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+2252%22%5D%7D&r=1
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/2017_05_24_-_38_diverse_community_groups_to_doi.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/wka_offshoreletter_final_3.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/cassidy_bills._3110_green_group_letter.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/atlantic_seismic_letter_narw_new_info.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/letter_to_boem_-_denial_of_pending_applications_for_gg_exploration_permits_in_the_atlantic_4-28-2016.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/statement._seismic_and_north_atlantic_right_whales._14_april_2016.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/thank_you_letter_-_regional.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/75_marine_scientist_letter-_seismic.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/oceana-led_coalition_letter_opposing_seismic_testing-_163.pdf
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• 100+ scientists: Sent letter to President Obama urging him to "wait on new science before 
permitting the use of seismic airguns in the Atlantic Ocean" 2/20/2014 (seismic blasting) 

 

http://oceana.org/sites/default/files/Marine_Scientist_Sign_on_Letter_Use_Acoustic_Guidelines_for_Seismic_Surveys_in_Mid_and_South_Atlantic.pdf
















RESOLUTION NO. _____ 1 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND ADOPTING VISION ZERO AS 2 
THE CITY’S TRAFFIC AND ENGINEERING POLICY AND ESTABLISHING A VISION ZERO 3 
TASK FORCE. 4 

 5 
WHEREAS, the Salisbury Charter (SC11-2) gives the City charge of all public ways of the City, 6 

excepting those under State or County jurisdiction; and 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury desires to pursue an end to traffic fatalities and serious injuries 9 

within the City’s limits; and 10 
 11 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that all people have a fundamental right to safe and equitable 12 
transportation networks via foot, bicycle, transit or automobile; and 13 

 14 
WHEREAS, the City recognizes that there are no traffic “accidents” and that every traffic-derived 15 

collision, injury or fatality is preventable; and 16 
 17 

WHEREAS, it is the express goal of the City to eliminate all traffic fatalities and serious injuries 18 
by January 1, 2030; and 19 

 20 
WHEREAS, the City recognizes that the most effective way to prevent traffic fatalities is to work 21 

at the systemic level of the transportation system by improving corridors and neighborhoods; and 22 
 23 
WHEREAS, Vision Zero is an internationally recognized and proven way to reduce traffic 24 

fatalities and serious injuries; and 25 
 26 

WHEREAS, the City desires to adopt Vision Zero as the City’s Traffic and Engineering Policy 27 
for all public ways in the City for which the City has jurisdiction; and  28 

 29 
WHEREAS, the City Council determined that a Task Force could be helpful in advising the City 30 

and overseeing all Vision Zero efforts; and 31 
 32 
WHEREAS, the Vision Zero Task Force shall collect, analyze and act on crash and street data in 33 

order to prepare the Vision Zero Action Plan and recommend policy related to Vision Zero; and 34 
 35 
WHEREAS, the Vision Zero Task Force may consist of members from the following 36 

organizations: 37 
City of Salisbury Mayor and Administration 38 
City of Salisbury Department of Infrastructure and Development 39 
City of Salisbury Department of Field Operations 40 
City of Salisbury Police Department 41 
City of Salisbury Fire Department 42 
City of Salisbury Department of Information Services 43 
City of Salisbury Housing and Community Development Department 44 
City of Salisbury Traffic and Safety Advisory Committee 45 
City of Salisbury Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 46 



Maryland Department of Transportation – State Highway Administration 47 
Maryland Department of Transportation – Maryland Highway Safety Office  48 
Maryland State Police 49 
Wicomico County Sheriff’s Office 50 
Salisbury University 51 
Salisbury/Wicomico Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Advisory Committee 52 
 53 
WHEREAS, the Council requires that the City of Salisbury Vision Zero Action Plan be presented 54 

to Council by the Director of the Infrastructure and Development Department and adopted no later than 55 
July 1, 2020 with the Plan subsequently updated every five years; and 56 

 57 
WHEREAS, the Director of the Infrastructure and Development Department shall make a yearly 58 

progress report to Council in an open forum prior to July 31st every year, beginning in July 2020. 59 
 60 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND that 61 

for the purposes and reasons hereinabove set forth, the City of Salisbury adopts Vision Zero as the City’s 62 
traffic and engineering policy and establishes a Vision Zero Task Force.  63 
 64 

THE ABOVE RESOLUTION was introduced, read and passed at the regular meeting of the 65 
Council of the City of Salisbury held on this ____ day of ___________, 2019 and is to become effective 66 
immediately upon adoption. 67 
 68 
ATTEST: 69 
 70 
_________________________     ____________________________ 71 
Kimberly R. Nichols, City Clerk   John R. Heath, City Council President 72 
 73 
Approved by me, this ________day of ______________, 2019. 74 
 75 
__________________________ 76 
Jacob R. Day, Mayor 77 
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