
AS AMENDED ON APRIL 8, 2013

ORDINANCE No. 2241

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SALISBURY AMEND G SECTION 8. 04.050

FALSE ALARMS - VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES WITH REGA TO FALSE ALARM

FEES AND TO FALSE ALARM FINES WITHIN THE CITY.

WHEREAS, the City of Salisbury recently enacted a false ala ordinance and thereafter

received feedback from the citizens and businesses located within the ity that the fines and fees
associated with the ordinance may be too burdensome to the public an businesses located within
the City;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY C UNCIL OF THE CITY

OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND, that Title 8 Health and Safety Se tion 8.04.050 of the City
Code is amended as outlined below:

8.04.050 False alarms--Violations and penalties.

A.       If, within a calendar year, the fire and/or police departm nts respond to more than

two false alarms at the same location, response fees will be charged to he property owner, as
defined in Section 15. 24. 530, in accordance with the fee schedule in ef ect at the time of the

response.  The fee schedule shall be set by the Council of the City of S lisbury from time to time
as the Council deems appropriate. Prior to January 31

St

of each year, f r the purpose of setting a
fee schedule, the police department and fire department shall provide t e Council with up-to-
date response fees from each department. Each billable false alarm res onse shall incur a

separate twenty- five ($25. 00) administrative processing fee in addition to the false alarm
response fee.

Pailure to pay said fees within ninety (90) days of notification o the violation will result
in a lien against the real property until the fees are satisfied and shall b collectible in the same
manner as real estate taxes and accrue interest and penalties, if applica le, as allowed for unpaid

real estate taxes as well.

B.       Newly installed and newly transferred alarm systems wi 1 be given a thirty (30)
day grace period to allow for correction of equipment and user errors.   uring the thirty (30) day
period, the alarm user will be allowed unlimited false alarms, as long a steps are being taken to
correct any problems. The alarm company installing the new system or transferrin a s stem
shall notify the police and fire departments in writing of the new install tion or transfer,      
including the effective date, within 10 davs of the effective date.

C.       The director of internal services will maintain accurate cords of false alarms and

will bill for payment thereof by mailing said bill to the property owner f the subject location.

D.       If the false alarm bill remains unpaid for more than nine y (90) days, the director
of internal services shall place a lien against the subject real property b forwarding to the last
known address of the owner as recorded in the real estate assessment r cords of the city of
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Salisbury by written notice, a notice of lien, and such receipt shall co stitute prima facie
evidence of service upon such owner if it is signed either by the own r or by a person of suitable
age and discretion located at such address. In the event that delivery f said notice of lien is
refused by the property owner or his agent, then valid service may be accomplished by hand
delivery of same to either the property owner or a person of suitable ge and discretion employed
or residing at the subject location or by posting the written notice in conspicuous place in or

about the structure or property affected by such notice.

E.       MunicipalInfraction.

For any violation occurring after the fourth false alarm respo se by the same responding
department within the same calendar year, the person owning and/or n control of the subject r al
property shall be guilty of a municipal infraction and shall be subject to a fine of

o,,,,, a,. v, a a,,,,,,. ecnn nm „ a ., 
u to a maximum of one thousa d dollars ($ 1, 000.00) for

each offense.  Each false alarm response thereafter within the same c lendar year shall constitute

a separate offense. Notice and service of a citation shall be as direct d under Article 23A § 3 and

SCS- 1( 38), as amended, concerning municipal infractions.  The Ch ef of Police and Fire Chief
are designated by the Council to direct the designated persons within their departments to act as
enforcement officers for the purpose of preparing and carrying out th requirements for issuing
and serving municipal infractions.

Ord. 1992 ( part), 2006; Ord. 195 5 ( part), 2005)  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall ta e effect from and after the

date of its final passage and that an fines incurred on or after Marc 4 2013 shall be reduced to

the same level set bv this ordinance.

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced and read at a meeting f the Council of the City of
Salisbury held on this

8th

day of April, 2013, and thereafter, a state ent of the substance of the
Ordinance having been published as required by law, was finally p ssed by the Council on the
22°

a

day of April, 2013.

ATTEST:

Ki berly R.   ichols,   ity Clerk Jaco     . Da , P e   ent

Salis ury Ci     ouncil

APPROVED BY ME THIS: day of 013.

r

Jam   reton Jr., Mayor(/


