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City of Salisbury Policy for the Repair of City Streets and Rights of Way 
 
1. Purpose.  This policy establishes the standards and policy on the repaving of City 

streets and rights of way. 
 
2. Applicability.  This policy applies to all entities (City, County, State, Public Utility, 

Developer and Private Contractor) that work in a City right-of-way.  The policy 
establishes uniform requirements for all entities that perform work within City streets. 

 
3. Definitions. 
 

a. The definition of “repave” is to remove and replace a minimum of 1.5  inches of 
hot mix asphalt surface portion of the roadway pavement section.  If the existing 
surface pavement layer is 2.0 inches thick or greater, then “repave” shall be 
defined as to remove and replace a minimum 2.0 inches of hot mix asphalt.   
 

b. The definition of “reconstruct” is to remove the existing pavement section and 
reconstruct the roadway in accordance with the pavement section shown in the 
appropriate City standard street typical section, except at the trench location 
where Standard 400.35 shall be applied.  Reconstruction shall apply to 
circumstances where the existing street cross section does not meet current City 
Standards. 

 
4. Extent of Required Repaving and Reconstruction.   
 

a. Intersection repaving and reconstruction shall extend to the points of tangency of 
the curb returns at the furthest limits of the intersection, at a minimum.   
 

b. Edges of all street repavement and reconstruction shall be straight and shall be 
parallel or perpendicular to the street centerline.   
 

c. Repavement and reconstruction that is parallel to the street centerline shall 
extend the full width of the affected travel lane or parking lane.  The edge of a 
patch shall not be located in a wheel path.  For streets with on-street parking that 
is not striped, the parking lane shall be assumed to be 8-feet wide. 
 

d. Limits of repaving and reconstruction shall be as directed by the City.  At the 
discretion of the Public Works Director, additional repaving or reconstruction may 
be required beyond the limits described herein if the additional work is necessary 
to restore the street surface to an acceptable condition, per the applicable City 
standards. 
 

e. The Public Works Director can review specific situations and has the discretion to 
modify these requirements as necessary. 
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5. Policy for Street Repair.   
 

a. For utility cuts that are transverse to the roadway centerline: 
 

(1) For one utility cut only or for two or more utility cuts more than 50 feet 
apart, the patch shall be based on City Standard 400.35 and repaved or 
reconstructed to the limits defined in Section 4. 

 
(2) For two or more utility cuts within 50 feet of each other, the repaving or 

reconstruction shall be done in accordance with Section 4 for a distance 
from the furthest edge of the trenches.  Trenches are to be restored per 
Standard No. 400.35 and in accordance with current City Standards. 

 
b. For one or more utility cuts that are parallel to the roadway centerline: 
 

(1) Repave or reconstruct for the entire length of the cut in accordance with 
Section 4.  Trenches are to be restored per Standard No. 400.35 and in 
accordance with current City Standards. 

 
c. For curb and gutter construction or reconstruction: 
 

(1) Where grade changes are required or where the asphalt is disturbed, 
repaving associated with curb and gutter construction or reconstruction 
shall be performed in accordance with Section 4 and restored per 
Standard No. 400.35 and in accordance with current City Standards. 

 
(2) Section 4 does not apply to curb and gutter construction or 

reconstruction where asphalt is not disturbed. 
 

d. For test pitting and soil boring. 
 

(1) Repaving associated with test pits and soil borings with a disturbance 
less than 10-inches in diameter will be repaired per current City 
Standards. 

 
(2) Section 4 does not apply to disturbances less than 10-inches in 

diameter, unless the minimum allowable distance between disturbances 
in the current City Standards is exceeded. 

 
6. Policy for Roadway Widening.  Repave and/or reconstruct the street for the entire 

length of the disturbance due to widening in accordance with Section 4 and using 
the applicable City Standard typical section.   

 



 3 

7. Temporary and Permanent Patching Time Frame. 
 

a. All disturbances must be stabilized to have the roadway passable by the end of 
that current day’s work per Standard No. 400.35 and in accordance with current 
City Standards.   

 
b. All permanent patches must be completed and accepted by Salisbury Public 

Works within a 60 day period from commencement of construction.  Time may 
be extended with written approval from the Public Works Director. 

 
c. For any utility cut initiated late in the calendar year, the permanent repaving or 

reconstruction must be completed before the hot mix asphalt plants close for 
the winter. 

 
8. Timing of Street Repaving. 
 

a. Streets that have been paved in the past five years shall not be cut unless 
approval has been granted by the Public Works Director for situations such as an 
emergency or new construction/ development.  The Public Works Director shall 
review each situation when a street has been paved in the past five years. 
 

b. Repaving or reconstruction in streets that are identified as ones to be paved in 
the Capital Improvements Plan within a two year period can seek a waiver for the 
full repaving or reconstruction requirements.  The waiver will be at the discretion 
of the Public Works Director.  The Public Works Director can consider payment in 
lieu of repaving or reconstruction to the extent required by this policy.  The 
criteria for waiver considerations will be based on the certainty of proceeding with 
the street repaving project in the Capital Improvements Plan within a two year 
time frame.  Payment in lieu of paving will be made at current paving prices in the 
year that the waiver was granted.  Roadway pricing shall be based on the current 
version of the Public Works Cost Estimate for Surety Submittals. 

 
9. Warranty.  All roadway work shall have a warranty period of two (2) years. 
 
10. Approval Reference.  The City Council approved this policy on July 8, 2013 through 

Resolution 2298.  


